
Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2021 

 

CNZM 
FRANCIS, Mr Robert Charles (Bob), QSO, MBE, JP 

SHEPHERD, Dr Maxwell Gilbert (Max), JP  Otago 
 

 

ONZM 
HASSALL, Mrs Susan Jean, JP        Waikato 
 

 

MNZM 
BERGIN, Ms Danielle Rachelle, JP       Auckland 

COONEY, Mrs Catherine Frances, JP       Rotorua 

FAITOTONU, Mr Siale Katoa Latu Pasa, JP      Canterbury 

JACKSON, Mrs Sally Anne, JP        Wellington 

PHILLIPS, Mr Stephen Leslie, JP        Canterbury 

WILLIAMSON, Mrs Heather Margaret, JP      Rotorua 

 

 

QSM 
AMOS, Ms Carolyn Anne, JP        Wellington 

BLACKIE, Dr Alastair Hartley, JP        Canterbury 

LEIGH-MACKENZIE, Mr Ian Christopher, JP      Far North 

LUXTON, Mr Ronal Arthur, JP South       Canterbury 

SANDISON, Mr John Robert, JP  

 

 



CNZM 
To be Companions of the said Order: 

FRANCIS, Mr Robert Charles (Bob), QSO, MBE, JP 

For services to the community and conservation 

Mr Bob Francis was Mayor of the Masterton District Council from 1989 until 2007 and has 
since continued to contribute to the community through various positions and 
organisations. 

Mr Francis has been Chairman since 2006 of Pūkaha Mount Bruce, a national wildlife centre 
in the Tararua district, during which time he has helped drive several conservation 
programmes and fundraising of more than $5 million since 2008. Most recently he led the 
planning for the development of an education centre at Pūkaha. He co-founded the 
Wairarapa Development Group, a think tank charged with improving commercial 
opportunities within the Wairarapa. He led the successful Super Turf project to bring a $2.1 
million state of the art artificial turf and floodlights to Masterton. He launched Digital 
Seniors Trust in 2018. He has been the Chairman of Wings over Wairarapa Community 
Trust since 2011 and has contributed to the development of Masterton Aerodrome. He has 
been Chair of the Aratoi Foundation and the Wairarapa Water User Project, a major 
regional irrigation scheme, the Wairarapa Homes Steering Committee, and Heartland 
Wairarapa. From 2006 to 2012 Mr Francis was a Commission Member of the New Zealand 
Fire Service and was Chairman of the Wairarapa District Health Board from 2006 to 2013. 

HONOURS 

Companion of the Queen’s Service Order, Queen’s Birthday 2002 

Member of the Order of the British Empire, New Year 1991 

 

 

 



SHEPHERD, Dr Maxwell Gilbert (Max), JP Otago 

For services to biotechnology and business 

Dr Max Shepherd is an award-winning biotechnologist and played a leading role in the 
emergence and success of the New Zealand biotechnology industry. 

Dr Shepherd was appointed Foundation Professor Oral Biology at Otago University from 
1981 to 1994. His pioneering research in the biology and molecular genetics of human 
pathogen Candida albicans put New Zealand at the forefront of this research 
internationally, with the laboratory he established remaining an international leader. He is 
widely published, specialising in the medical mycology field. From the mid-1990s he was 
instrumental in the practical application and commercial funding of science in New 
Zealand, predominantly through the establishment of a variety of start-up enterprises 
focused on commercialisation of scientific research, such as Zentech, PharmaZen, A2 Milk, 
Biocell Corporation, and Blis Technologies. His commercialisation model is now widely 
adopted by start-ups in the industry. His inventive problem solving has contributed to 
products and projects benefitting diverse areas of New Zealand resources, including rabbit 
virus management in Central Otago and natural botrytis solutions for the wine industry. He 
was appointed to the government’s Biotechnology Taskforce in 2003 and was a member of 
the National Research Advisory Council. Dr Shepherd was a founding committee member 
from 2012 of the Wanaka branch of the Royal Society of New Zealand and was Chair from 
2015 to 2017. 

HONOURS 

New Zealand 1990 Commemoration Medal 

 

 

  



ONZM 
To be Officers of the said Order: 

HASSALL, Mrs Susan Jean, JP Waikato 

For services to education 

Mrs Susan Hassall has been Headmaster of Hamilton Boys’ High School (HBHS) since 1999 
and was the first woman in New Zealand to be appointed to the position of Headmaster of 
a boys’ school. 

Under Mrs Hassall’s leadership HBHS has had many significant academic and sporting 
successes, with New Zealand Scholarship results placing the school amongst the country’s 
elite academic secondary institutions and achieving world titles in numerous sporting 
codes. She was committed to instilling a culture of integrity into the pupils of HBHS and 
under her leadership the roll has grown from 1,250 in 1999 to 2,300 in 2020. She was a 
founding member of the Association of Boys’ Schools of New Zealand in 2001 and has been 
a member of the Executive, Deputy Chair, Secretary and Treasurer since 2008. She was a 
member of the National Ministry of Education Gifted and Talented Advisory Group from 
2003 to 2010. She was a member of the giftEDnz executive from 2008 to 2015, leading 
gifted education practice in New Zealand schools. From 2004 to 2014 she was Deputy Chair 
of the Waikato Secondary Schools Sports Principals Association, resuming this role in 2016. 
Mrs Hassall was appointed as Pro-Chancellor at the University of Waikato Governing 
Council in 2017 and joined the Board of Waikato Hospice in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



MNZM 
To be Members of the said Order: 

BERGIN, Ms Danielle Rachelle, JP Auckland 

For services to the community, particularly the homeless 

Ms Danielle Bergin is the Founder and Manager of the Island Child Charitable Trust New 
Zealand. 

Ms Bergin, while running an op shop in Panmure, noticed homeless people sleeping outside 
her shop and in cars and allowed them to sleep in her shop as needed. Following this she 
bought a property in Point England in 2005 and established the Island Child Charitable Trust 
as a homeless shelter, developing this into one of the most successful in the country. Her 
ability to network in the community has seen her re-house families sometimes within days 
and not the usual twelve-week minimum period. She has developed a relationship with 
Sistema, who have donated products such as lunch boxes and drink bottles for children 
staying at the shelter. Island Child has since grown from one house to four houses and 13 
tiny houses on one site, providing for 18 families or up to 54 people each night. Ms Bergin 
has also helped support a remote hospital and villages in Vanuatu, sourcing donations of 
medical goods from around the country and working with the New Zealand Air Force to 
transport goods. 

COONEY, Mrs Catherine Frances, JP Rotorua 

For services to health and the community 

Mrs Catherine Cooney was Chief Executive of the Lakes District Health Board from 2001 to 
2012, overseeing redevelopment of the Rotorua and Taupō hospitals and was Director of 
Nursing and Midwifery from 1994 to 2000. 

Since 2016, Mrs Cooney has chaired InterRAI New Zealand Governance Board and Toi 
Ohomai Institute of Technology Board. She has facilitated the national workforce planning 
for the Kaiāwhina care and support workforce since 2012. From 2006 to 2010, she was 
Chairperson of the National Health Workforce Group and Lead Chief Executive for the 
Māori Health portfolio. She served as a Director on the Board of Quality Health New 
Zealand, is a member of the Health Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal, a Foundation Fellow 
and Censor of College of Nurses Aotearoa, a Fellow and National Council Treasurer of the 
Australasian College of Health Service Management – Aotearoa, and co-Chair of Healthy 
Families Rotorua. An elder of the Rotorua District Presbyterian Church, she chairs the 
Community Facing Ministries Committee and served as Trustee for the Rotorua Hospital 



Chaplaincy Trust for 15 years. She volunteered as midwife and community development 
nurse for Volunteer Service Abroad in Kiribati from 1980 to 1984 and a public health nurse 
in Hokianga from 1985 to 1991. Mrs Cooney is a past President of the Rotorua and Districts 
JP Association. 

FAITOTONU, Mr Siale Katoa Latu Pasa, JP 

Canterbury 

For services to Pacific education 

Mr Siale Faitotonu has supported Pacific children and young people in education in 
Christchurch for more than 30 years, outside of his regular employment at the University of 
Canterbury (UC). 

Mr Faitotonu established Fe’ungamalie Language Nest at Rowley School in 1995, playing a 
key role in transitioning children and families of Fe’ungamalie to merge with Tongan Kaha’u 
Ola Early Childhood Centre in 2005, ensuring this centre could continue when facing 
difficulties. He was Licensee for Kaha’u Ola until 2009. He initiated a new pan-Pacific ECE to 
serve West Christchurch following earthquake displacement of Pasifika families, which 
opened in 2017. He established a Tongan language homework programme through Kahoa 
Tauleva Christchurch Trust in 2004. He facilitated resources including education students 
from UC and second-hand computers for the programme’s homework centres, helping 
establish a computer skills programme for students and parents. He translates education 
material into Tongan and developed resources for non-Pasifika teachers working in ECE 
nationally. As no Christchurch school could support NCEA Lea Faka-Tonga Levels 1 through 
3, he established a programme for Tongan language students across 19 schools to be 
tutored through afterschool classes. Mr Faitotonu is involved with a Pacific Education 
Leadership course and the Minister of Education’s Pacific Advisory Board for Educational 
Renewal of Christchurch following the earthquakes. 

 

JACKSON, Mrs Sally Anne, JP Wellington 

For services to special education 

Mrs Sally Jackson has been active in the disability sector for 52 years and a leader in the 
education system for 40 years. 

Mrs Jackson pioneered work on learning design for children with autism, including an 
assessment class at Naenae School in Wellington, to determine the supports needed to 



enable children with additional learning needs to be included in classes with their peers. 
From 1996 to 2002, she was project manager for implementation of the ‘Special Education 
2000’ policy, which aimed to create a fully inclusive education system in Aotearoa by the 
year 2000. She was inaugural Board of Trustees Deputy Chairperson at Upper Hutt College, 
where she was instrumental in disestablishing segregation of students with additional 
needs in favour of inclusive practices. In her Ministry of Education senior manager roles, 
she has led a number of initiatives including the establishment of Resource Teachers for 
students with learning and behaviour challenges, the national communication service, 
interpreter support and a Deaf education strategy for Aotearoa, and a Specialist Teacher 
Qualification among other projects. Recently as Chief Advisor Learning Support, she has led 
the Ministry’s engagement with the disability sector. Mrs Jackson initiated the 
development of the First Signs programme for deaf children to develop early language 
through supporting families with New Zealand Sign Language in the home. 

PHILLIPS, Mr Stephen Leslie, JP Canterbury 
For services to seniors and the community 

Mr Stephen Phillips was Chief Executive of Age Concern Canterbury from 2008 to 2012 and 
has been Vice President of Age Concern New Zealand since 2020. 

Mr Phillips was a national Board member from 2017 and a Board member of Age Concern 
Canterbury from 2014. Under his leadership he has established, promoted and supported 
initiatives to improve quality of services to older people, contributed to development of 
city-wide policies to promote inclusive communities, ensure funding for organisations 
working with seniors, and empowering older people. He has been an independent Trustee 
of Ōtautahi Community Housing Trust, which manages a social housing portfolio of more 
than 2,400 units, since 2016. He has been Deputy Chair of the Canterbury District Health 
Board Consumer Council and a Trustee of Canterbury Health Care for Elderly Trust since 
2017. He has been a Justice of the Peace since 1996. He was instrumental in setting up 
service desks after the 2011 Canterbury earthquake and was convenor of all service desks 
in Canterbury from 2012 to 2016. Mr Phillips has had multiple governance roles with the 
Canterbury Justices of the Peace Association (CJPA) including as President from 2011 to 
2013 and a Council Member from 2006 to 2015, in addition to involvement with the CPJA 
centennial 2018 committee. 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAMSON, Mrs Heather Margaret, JP Rotorua 

For services to netball and the community 

Mrs Heather Williamson helped establish the Tokoroa Netball Centre and has been an 
active member of the Centre’s management committee for more than 50 years, holding 
almost every role including Life Member, President, Treasurer, Secretary, Representative 
Coach and Umpire Leader. 

Mrs Williamson played at representative level for South Waikato and has coached at high 
school and representative levels. As an umpire, she has been a coach and mentor to other 
umpires, becoming a qualified Netball New Zealand umpire and National Squad Umpire 
Coach and Assessor. She wrote national exam papers and was responsible for selecting 
umpires for national tournaments. She was on the Tokoroa Borough Council committee 
from 1982 to 1987 and Secretary of the Tokoroa Sports Advisory Council from 1976 to 
1982. She was awarded the Administrator of the Year award from Sport Waikato in 1995 
and has received service awards from Netball New Zealand and Netball Waikato-Bay of 
Plenty. She was a member of the South Waikato Events Centre Design Development Group 
from 2011 to 2016. She has been Secretary of South Waikato Grey Power since 2017 and is 
Secretary and Treasurer of Zone 3 Grey Power covering 23 associations. Mrs Williamson 
has lobbied the district council for improvements related to seniors and people with 
disabilities in the South Waikato region. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



QSM 
The Queen has been pleased, on the occasion of the celebration of Her Majesty’s Birthday, 
to make the following awards of The Queen's Service Medal: 

AMOS, Ms Carolyn Anne, JP Wellington 

For services to the community 

Ms Carolyn Amos has contributed to the Porirua community through a range of voluntary 
roles. 

Ms Amos has volunteered for the New Zealand Police from 2011 to 2018, covering the 
community desk at Whitby Base until its closure in 2017, and has since been a safer city 
camera operator at the Porirua Police Station. She has volunteered at the Kenepuru 
Hospital since 2011 as a Meet and Greet guide and has provided assistance to many 
patients in various stages of health, helping them find their way around the complex to 
appointments and to various wards. She has been a Meet and Greet volunteer at Ally Todd 
Swimming since 2014. She has spent time volunteering as an English as a second language 
tutor and has supported new migrants settling into the Porirua community. She has 
volunteered to collect for various charities and was Team Leader responsible for organising 
the roster for Ronald McDonald House. In 2008 she helped organise two Disaster and 
Tsunami seminars attended by Porirua City Council staff and the Red Cross. She has 
previously participated in various school committees, was involved with Tough Love 
programmes in the 1980s, and with drug and alcohol awareness projects. Ms Amos has 
been a Justice of the Peace since 2001. 

 

BLACKIE, Dr Alastair Hartley, JP Canterbury 

For services to dentistry and local government 

Dr Alastair Blackie has dedicated service to the Kaiapoi community and dentistry profession 
through dental treatment, mentoring for the dental profession, and local governance for 
more than 40 years. 

Dr Blackie was one of few dentists in the town of Kaiapoi for a number of decades. After 
the 2010 and 2011 earthquakes in Christchurch, he supported patients and other medical 
practitioners, including through offering free dental treatment. He has served on local and 
district councils, working to improve and regenerate Kaiapoi following the earthquakes, 
including on the Kaiapoi Council from 1981 to 1990 with six years as Deputy Mayor. He 



continues to serve on the Waimakariri District Council where he has been a councillor since 
2016 and led the Regeneration team restoring Kaiapoi. He has held leadership and support 
roles within the Canterbury Branch of the New Zealand Dental Association for nearly 30 
years including as a consumer liaison officer for 14 years, member welfare officer, branch 
President, and Canterbury representative on the Association’s Board. He has volunteered 
with the Charity Hospital. Dr Blackie has been recognised with Honorary Life Membership 
of the Canterbury Branch of the New Zealand Dental Association and was nationally 
recognised as the inaugural winner of the Association’s Outstanding Colleague of the Year 
Award in 2015. 

LEIGH-MACKENZIE, Mr Ian Christopher, JP Far North 

For services to the community 

Mr Ian Leigh-MacKenzie has contributed to the Far North community in a range of 
capacities. 

As a hotel/motel owner, and lately as the owner of the iconic local Opononi takeaways, Mr 
Leigh-Mackenzie is recognised for volunteering his time and effort in supporting local 
community matters. As a long-standing member and chairman of the Pakanae Water Board 
for 30 years, he has helped to ensure a reticulated water supply that provides high quality 
potable water to the households and a marae in the Hokianga. After the prominent statue 
of Opo the dolphin was damaged, he was instrumental in organising first the stone for the 
repair to the original statue, then organising the funding for a bronze replacement. He has 
worked with various historical groups to ensure the preservation of the history of Opononi 
and the Hokianga region. He has variously a member of the Pakanae Cemetery Committee, 
the Opononi Lions Club, the Hokianga Historical Society, the Far North Justices of the Peace 
Association, the Opononi RSA Hall Committee, and the Opononi/Omapere Ratepayers 
Association. Mr Leigh-MacKenzie is judicial Justice of the Peace with the Kaikohe Court and 
frequently travels to Kaikohe to help with court business. 

LUXTON, Mr Ronal Arthur, JP South Canterbury 

For services to health and the community 

Mr Ronal Luxton is a retired pharmacist and has served the South Canterbury district by 
leading fundraising appeals, holding governance roles in the education and health sectors, 
and volunteering with Lions Clubs International on a regional, national and international 
level. 

Mr Luxton has been a member of the Temuka Lions Club since 1974 and has held a number 
of leadership positions with the Lions Clubs, including as the elected director on the 



International Board for New Zealand, Australia, Islands of the Pacific and Indonesia from 
1994 to 1996 with Lions Clubs International. He has received a number of awards for his 
service with the Lions Clubs. He was a member of the Temuka High School Board of 
Trustees (now Opihi College) for 18 years and served as its chair for a term. He led efforts 
to fundraise for an MRI scanner in South Canterbury that would remove the need to travel 
to Christchurch for MRIs and raised more than three million dollars for the equipment in 18 
months. Mr Luxton is currently the Chair of the Aoraki MRI Charitable Trust and has been 
Chair of the South Canterbury District Health Board since 2017. 

SANDISON, Mr John Robert, JP  

For services to Fire and Emergency New Zealand and the community 

Mr John Sandison was a professional firefighter with Fire and Emergency New Zealand in 
the Kawerau District from 1974 until retiring in 2018, while simultaneously volunteering 
with the Rotoma Volunteer Fire Brigade for 45 years. 

Mr Sandison was Officer in Charge of Rotoma Brigade for a number of years. He 
contributed significantly to volunteer training, retention and succession planning for the 
Brigade while operating in an often transient community, and ensured on his retirement 
that the Brigade was well staffed to continue providing emergency response for Lake 
Rotoma and neighbouring communities. He was the Kawerau Fire Brigade delegate to the 
New Zealand Firefighter Professional Union (NZFPU) for several years and was made an 
Honorary Life Member in 2018. He was a member and Chair of the Board of Trustees of 
Lake Rotoma Primary School between 1991 and 2000, and also undertook school ground 
caretaker roles. He helped build an obstacle course used by the Rotorua East Lakes school 
cluster, has coordinated fire safety programmes for schoolchildren, and provided transport 
for academic and sporting events. Mr Sandison has been a Justice of the Peace within the 
Rotorua District and Rotoma community since 1992. 

 

 

 

 
 


