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Inspiration comes in many forms and impacts 
on many different levels. In its simplest form, 
inspiration is all around us, particularly as we 
rise from the depths of short winter days to 
welcome all the promise of spring.

At its most powerful, inspiration can be a tre-
mendous motivator, and what inspires me the 
most are people. Throughout my time on the 
Federation Board I have had the privilege of 
meeting many wonderful Justices throughout 
the country, especially during this busy time 
of year at regional conferences and AGMs.

There is, however, a sad side to meeting 
extraordinary individuals in that we may share 
special moments with them one day and the 
next they may be lost to us. It is with great 
sadness that the Federation acknowledges Ashburton’s 
George Ward, who passed away at the end of July. 
George will be fondly remembered not only for his contri-
bution as Federation President in 1985 but as a regular at-
tendee at many Justice of the Peace events over a number 
of years, in addition to his valued contributions to the 
Ashburton association and his service to the community 
as a Justice of the Peace. Our condolences go to George’s 
family.

People like George, and you and me, who agree to be-
come Justices usually place some intrinsic value on want-
ing to make a contribution to the community by provid-
ing accessible justice services. Having chosen individually 
to accept being Justices of the Peace we consent to carry 
out a range of tasks and to remain competent at all times 
to do so. Equally we accept that the commitment to serve 
the community is a top priority.

To be at our best we need to consider what might matter 
most to our clients. Of utmost importance is that we are 
competent in what we do, and because the Justice of 
the Peace role comes with a multitude of duties and the 
seemingly inevitable and constant changes, we do need 
to take the time to listen to our clients, to ensure we 
know exactly which of our services they need, and to pay 
attention to the specifics of the task as required by the 
agency. But it is important to remember that a kind ges-
ture, a smile and some empathy can also go a long way. 

Being knowledgeable in all facets of our duties can only 
happen if we regularly attend education sessions and en-
sure we complete online Accreditation. Locally your asso-
ciations have great teams of educators who invest many 
hours in providing the best support for Justices to learn or 
refresh. The 40 percent of Justices who have participated 
in the voluntary Accreditation programme appreciate 
confirmation that they meet an agreed standard in terms 
of their knowledge. But is it not incumbent on all Justices 
of the Peace to demonstrate a competent level of opera-
tional knowledge?

Themes about maintaining our relevance as Justices of 
the Peace and about being sharp in our practice through 
ongoing education have been key topics for this year’s 
regional conferences, and a message that was reinforced 
by Associate Minister of Justice Aupito William Sio when 
speaking to delegates attending the Northern Regional 
Conference in Gisborne. 

At the first of the regional conferences, in 
Palmerston North, guest speaker Professor 
Chris Gallivan steered us away from details 
most directly impacting our organisation to 
challenge our thinking about how groups 
like Justices of the Peace can remain rel-
evant through to next century. In a most 
thought-provoking way Chris raised what he 
considered to be the three key mega-trends 
facing all us: sustainability, the changing 
nature of work, and demographics. Chris 
was not the only one to encourage us to be 
engaged and forward-thinking. National 
Manager Tony Pugh also posed some chal-
lenging ideas around change management, 
technology and some misconceptions about 
volunteers. These presentations stimulated a 

great deal of conversation amongst delegates.

Regional representatives design the conference pro-
grammes to ensure that the events are not only a good 
chance for Justices from different associations to meet 
and hear interesting speakers, but that they also provide 
an opportunity to be brought up to date with Federation 
matters and to contribute to workshops on issues directly 
involving Justices. 

The conferences are reported on more fully elsewhere 
in this magazine and the following issue. However, I 
do want to take the opportunity to acknowledge all 
the delegates for the commitment made to attend the 
conferences, the contributions made to discussions and 
the sharing of ideas. The host associations, Hawke’s Bay, 
Marlborough, Ashburton, Gisborne and Auckland, are to 
be commended for facilitating successful events and host-
ing delegates and guests at such a high level. They have 
all been stimulating, informative and socially enjoyable 
events.

From August through to November AGMs are to the fore 
for all 28 associations. At each of the AGMs I am able to 
attend I am reminded of the extent of services that Jus-
tices of the Peace give to their communities. They are also 
a time where together we take the opportunity to thank 
those council members stepping down from the positions 
to which they were elected for the commitment of time 
and input of expertise, and extend best wishes to those 
elected to replace them. 

Meanwhile, the day-to-day work of the Federation con-
tinues at a steady pace. Of particular significance, your 
Board is poised to sign the Contract for Services with the 
Ministry of Justice. This contract sets out the obligations 
for each of the three years commencing July 1 2018. I 
commend National Manager Tony Pugh for his attention 
to detail when preparing the funding bid. At a time when 
financial resourcing poses challenges for many organ-
isations the Federation appreciates the support of the 
Ministry that enables us to attend to the business at hand. 

In closing, I thank you all for your valuable service to the 
community. Whether it be large or small, your service is 
important and an inspiration to many.

Rachael O’Grady

Clients are paramount

Federation President 
Rachael O’Grady
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Justice Minister Andrew Little has 
introduced into Parliament a Bill to 
establish a Criminal Cases Review 
Commission (CCRC).
“A Criminal Cases Review Com-
mission provides a mechanism for 
addressing miscarriages of justice 
– this is a priority for the Govern-
ment,” Mr Little said.
“The Government agreed to estab-
lish a Criminal Cases Review Com-
mission as part of the Labour-New 
Zealand First Coalition agreement.
 “The CCRC is an independent 
body that will review convictions 
and sentences where there is a 
suspected miscarriage of justice. It 
can refer cases back to the Appeal 
Courts, but it does not determine 
guilt or innocence. The CCRC will 
replace the referral power currently 
exercised by the Governor-General 
under section 406 of the Crimes Act 
1961.
“The CCRC will be accessible and 
will take away some of the burden 
from applicants who require assis-
tance.

 “I look forward to the Select Com-
mittee’s consideration of this Bill 
and welcome public submissions on 
the Bill,” he said.
The key aspects of the Bill are:
• the test that a case must meet to 

be referred by the CCRC to the 
Appeal Court

• the power that the CCRC has to 
access information, the way this 
power interacts with existing 
privileges, and the circumstanc-
es when the Commission may 
disclose this information

• the interaction between the 
Commission and the residual 
Royal prerogative exercised by 
the Governor-General

• the Commission’s powers to 
undertake inquiries into practice, 
policy, procedure, or other mat-
ters it considers to be related to 
miscarriages of justice

• the ability for the Commission to 
make its own initial inquiries into 
a conviction or sentence.
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3FEDERATION

Communication happens at every level of an 
organisation. For the Federation, communication 
is key to everything we do. For all Justices of the 
Peace it is a critical component in the efficient 
and effective delivery of our services and in our 
relationship with the community we serve. 

The Federation is well connected, and over the 
years has developed effective working rela-
tionships with a large number of organisations 
across sectors and communities. The breadth of 
our connections with stakeholders enables us to 
be flexible and effective in how we achieve what 
are generally shared objectives.

Good communication builds understanding and 
support that in turn contributes to effectiveness 
and success. Communication is also the thing 
that most often goes wrong, with the result 
that a great deal of good work can be undone, 
relationships fractured and chaos can potentially 
reign. Ensuring success is too important to leave 
to chance.

Over recent months some of the Federation’s 
stakeholders have reported a small but notice-
able upswing in Justices approaching them 
directly about matters that may impact on all 
Justices and how they serve their communities. 
For groups that come together to meet common 
goals, such as Justices as the Peace, the mech-
anisms and protocols for communication have 
been established to ensure that communication 
happens in a managed and positive way and, 
above all, that the organisation, at all levels, 
speaks with one collective voice rather than an 
individual voice. The Federation’s Constitution 
and policy agreed to by all 28 members provides 
direction for this and can be found on the Feder-
ation website.

In general, the Board, elected by the Federation 
is responsible for national communication about 
any matters relating to Justices of the Peace 
and their functions. That includes engagement 
with stakeholders and other agencies, advoca-

cy, lobbying, and public statements on matters 
of national significance. A range of reporting 
mechanisms are utilised by the Board to ensure 
associations and Justices are kept informed of 
developments and representations made on 
their behalf.

Regardless of an individual’s private views or 
agenda, a unified voice is essential to keep the 
trust and faith of stakeholders. If individual 
Justices have matters that they consider should 
be raised with the Ministry of Justice or other ex-
ternal agencies, they should, in the first instance, 
consult their association, who should ensure 
their regional representative is made aware of 
the situation. The association can then raise the 
matter with the National Office. Depending on 
circumstances, an individual Justice may contact 
the Federation office directly.

According to the agreed mechanism associations 
may issue their own news releases concerning 
activities within their own associations or the 
work of Justices of the Peace in general. Where 
an association deems it necessary to comment 
on matters concerning Federation policy or 
issues to other bodies, including but not limited 
to local government and the media, this is to be 
with prior consultation with the National Office 
so as to avoid any conflict with Federation policy. 

Communication is a two-way process. Listening 
is as important as getting the right message 
out to the right people. There is always room 
for improvement in how that can be achieved. 
Any suggestions for how that can be done will 
always be welcomed by individual associations 
and the National Office. 

Communication with a collective voice for all 
Justices of the Peace will always be more effec-
tive in achieving desired change. We encourage 
all Justices, if they have specific issues on which 
they wish to contribute, to use the established 
mechanisms.

Ka koekoe te tui. Ka ketekete te käkä.  
Ka kükü te kereru.  
The tui sings, the kaka chatters,  
the pigeon coos.

By Federation President RACHAEL O’GRADY

Collective voice stronger
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FROM THE  
NATIONAL MANAGER

TONY PUGH reports from the Federation office 

Accreditation
The annual review of the Accreditation questions has 
been completed and some modifications to existing 
questions have been made. There are some new 
questions, but the test still follows the Ministerial 
manual. The Accreditation test is an open book test 
and it is highly recommended that you use your man-
ual while answering the questions.

Accreditation rates are close to 40% across the 
country. It is interesting to note that Justices who are 
accredited have, on average, completed 15 years’ 
of service since appointment. Justices who are not 
accredited have completed an average of 20 years’ 
service. It is important that all Justices keep up to date 
– a lot of things have changed in the past 20 years 
and accreditation provides an opportunity to refresh 
your working knowledge.

Judicial Studies Course
The Judicial Studies Course enrolment process for 
2019 students is under way (see P5). Where a need 
can be demonstrated in the relevant area, an associ-
ation can nominate an individual to undertake this 
course. 

Circulars
The circulars that are issued at intervals throughout 
the year to presidents and registrars are also available 
on the website under Member Services > Publications. 
The information in the circulars relates to adminis-
trative activities undertaken by the Federation and 
associations.

Budget/Contract
Every three years the Ministry of Justice and the 
Federation undertake a review of services provid-
ed and agrees a funding level for the Federation to 
deliver services on behalf of the Ministry. The cur-
rent period runs from July 1 2018 to June 30 2021, 
and the contract agreement will be finalised before 
Christmas. This funding enables the delivery of the 
Judicial Studies Course, the provision of education 
and training programmes, management of the nom-
ination process for new Justices and other general 
administration.

Education Trust
Donations to the Justice of the Peace Education Trust 
assist with providing one-off training and education 

opportunities for Justices. All donations, bequests 
and gifts are tax-deductible for the purposes of the 
Charities Act and the Income Tax Act. If you would 
like further information about making a donation, 
please contact myself or Federation Vice-President Pat 
Samson (trustee).

Nominations
The nomination process for Federation Board posi-
tions has been advised to all associations. Nomina-
tions close on November 1. As well as the President 
and Vice-President roles there are four regional repre-
sentative positions on the Board. 

Conference 2019
The Federation Conference and AGM 2019 will be 
held in Blenheim in March. Registration forms are 
available in the members’ section of the website. The 
partners programme is also available. Bookings for 
flights and accommodation are filling fast so individ-
uals and associations intending to attend are advised 
to make travel arrangements as soon as possible. 

Website use and ‘Find a JP’
In the 12 months to August 2018, the Federation 
website was accessed by 295,794 unique visitors. Over 
200,000 of those visitors clicked on “Find a JP” or “Jus-
tice of the Peace Service Desks”.

It is crucial that the information on the website is up 
to date and you can play your part by checking that 
your address and contact details are correct. You can 
do this yourself via your member-only access, and “My 
Account”. Anything you update in this area is auto-
matically notified to the Ministry of Justice.

Theft from service desk
The recent theft of a Justice’s stamps from a service 
desk highlights the importance of protecting your 
personal items at all times when you are in a public 
area. In the past year there have been at least three 
reported instances of Justices’ details being used to 
create documents with the sole purpose of defraud-
ing finance companies.

KiwiBuild statutory declarations
On PP9-10 of this issue you will find details of the 
KiwiBuild statutory declaration and associated in-
structions. If you have any queries regarding this form 
please contact your local association.
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Enrolments are now open for the Judicial Studies 
Course 2019 and will close on November 30. 

What is the Judicial Studies Course?

The course is a privately-run course endorsed 
by the Ministry of Justice and approved by the 
Chief District Court Judge. The course is available 
only to Justices of the Peace. Those who pass the 
course become eligible to join their local associ-
ation’s court panel and act as a Judicial Justice of 
the Peace. 

What does the course involve?

The course takes six months to complete and is 
estimated to take at least 200 hours. This is eight 
to 10 hours of study per week. 

General coursework consists of a series of on-
line modules which students must complete in 
their own time. Students are directed to read 
the Judicial Manual and assigned chapters in 
three government and legal textbooks alongside 
the modules. The modules also contain small, 

non-assessable tasks for the student to complete 
and self-evaluate. 

Assessable coursework includes three assign-
ments with specified release and submission 
dates. Students must also write about two court 
observations and complete an academic jour-
nal throughout the course, which is submitted 
alongside assignment three. 

Students who pass each assignment and whose 
work is of a sufficiently high standard will be 
invited to attend a two-day practicum at the end 
of the year. This is a practical course overseen by 
a District Court judge. Students must pass this 
practicum to ultimately pass the whole course. 

Students who have passed each element of the 
course and have performed well are recom-
mended to the Chief District Court Judge for 
approval. 

Each student is assigned a mentor with experi-
ence as a Judicial Justice of the Peace by their 

EDUCATION – October 2018

From the Professional  
Development Advisor

Shinae Skelton

Judicial Studies Course 2019
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local association. Mentors act as a support and 
guide for the student. 

What skills do I need to be successful in this 
course? 

This course is akin to a tertiary level course. You 
need to be able to read academic textbooks and 
write assignments of 3000-4000 words to a pro-
fessional standard.

You will need to be comfortable with computers, 
as the bulk of the coursework is online. You will 
need to search for legislation and cases online. 
Most of the communication you will receive will 
be via email. You will also be writing and submit-
ting your assignments electronically. These are 
skills that Judicial Justices of the Peace also need.

As well as strong writing skills you will need to 
be proficient in public speaking. Judicial Justices 
must converse confidently with professionals 
and defendants in a highly public setting. You 
must be well-presented. When sitting in a court-
room Justices of the Peace are representing the 
court and are the voice of criminal justice. 

You must possess sound reasoning, analytical 
and decision-making skills. Judicial Justices listen 
to evidence and apply rules of law. Not every 
decision will be easy or clearly the right one, but 
Justices must make reasoned decisions decisive-
ly. Decisions must be made with empathy and 
impartiality. The courtroom is not a place to 
advance a political, social or personal agenda. 

Do I meet the criteria to be a Judicial Justice of 
the Peace? 

Judicial Justices must be committed to ongoing 
development. They must be interested in the 

law, its evolution and keeping their knowledge 
relevant. Justices participate in development 
sessions and continue to read their manual and 
relevant legislation. This is because Judicial Jus-
tices owe a duty of care to the public to deliver 
quality justice services. 

The District Court Act 2016 and the Senior 
Courts Act 2016 require all judges and commu-
nity magistrates to retire by the age of 70. The 
Federation has a policy that no Justice should sit 
on the bench after their 75th birthday.

You can read the full Criteria for Suitability as a 
Judicial Justice of the Peace on the Federation 
website. 

How do I apply? 

Candidates are selected by their local association 
according to their own policies and processes. 
Their association must have a need for a new 
Justice to join their court panel. 

Candidates are interviewed by their association 
who might then decide to endorse them. This 
endorsement will be sent to the Federation with 
an application form completed by the interested 
Justice of the Peace. 

Before applying for the role, candidates must 
attend court and observe a court session. This is 
a valuable experience for any Justice considering 
applying for the course. Candidates will get a 
feel for the court environment and the demands 
of the role.

• For more information about the Judicial 
Studies Course go to the Judicial Studies 
Course link under Member Services and select 
General Information.

How often do you check your mailbox? Treat 
your inbox like a mailbox and check for emails 
regularly. 

When you certify a document for an overseas 
organisation, such as a law firm, that organisa-
tion may seek to contact you for verification that 
you saw and certified the document in question. 
Often these organisations will contact you by 
email, as this is more efficient. 

EDUCATION – October 2018

You’ve got mail
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Some accountants will become subject from October 1.

Next year real estate agents will follow AML requirements from 
January 1 and businesses trading in high-value goods and the 
New Zealand Racing Board will join from August 1. 

What does this mean for you?

More clients will need identification documents certified. The 
need for you to attend to organisations’ wording and identifi-
cation requirements for certification will become greater. 

So much writing! Is there one phrase we can write or stamp we 
can use?

Certified copies are not created or regulated by any legislation. 
Organisations are perfectly entitled to set their own wording 
and verification standards. Remember Justices of the Peace 
serve not only the client sitting across from them but the or-
ganisation or government entity trusting them to act as identi-
ty verifiers. 

One solution is to ask the client to write the requirement 
statement for you. The Justice must sign, number and date the 
statement but there is no rule dictating who must write the 
specified phrase. 

Conveyancers, lawyers and businesses that provide trust and company ser-
vices became subject to anti-money laundering (AML) requirements on July 1. 

More organisations join the AML crew 

Your JP number is not an of-
ficial number, it is an admin-
istrative one. Your number 
should not be used in lieu of 
signing your name, espe-
cially for official court docu-
ments such as an affidavit. 

Your number is a useful 
point of reference. Organisa-
tions performing their AML 
due diligence often ring the 
Federation to determine 
whether a certification was 
performed by a Justice of 
the Peace. When your hand-
written name is difficult to 
read, these organisations 
provide us with your JP 
number and we check this 
against the database. 

Be careful with 
those JP numbers 
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Please note that this rule applies for other 
passport applications as well. An identity 
referee for a UK passport is required to have 
known the applicant for a minimum of two 
years.

If unsure of what the client is asking you to 
do in relation to their passport application, 

ask the client to find the document instruc-
tions online to verify.

Clients sometimes mistakenly believe they 
can ask a Justice to verify their identity if they 
cannot find a witness who has known them 
for a sufficient period of time. 

EDUCATION – October 2018

Passport applications
Clients may request you verify their identity on a passport application. Most Justices 

are well aware that they need to have known the applicant for at least 12 months in 

order to be an eligible identity referee. 

Quiz time
Are you prepared for the unexpected? 
Try answering these questions about unexpected  
happenings in the Justice of the Peace world. 
• Answers P11

1. A deponent wants to make an oath while hold-
ing a Harry Potter book. Can he do this?

2. A client is wanting to make an affidavit for a 
Family Court matter. The affidavit has an accom-
panying exhibit, one A3 page. Should you staple 
this to the affidavit?

3. A 10-year-old asks to make a statutory declara-
tion. Can you take it?

4. Can you assist with a dissolution of marriage 
application when the couple were not married 
in New Zealand and their marriage certificate is 
not in English?

5. Can you take a statutory declaration by Skype? 

6. Can a New Zealand Justice living overseas take 
an affidavit for a New Zealand court matter?

7. If someone has come to your house without the 
right document, do you have to print it out for 
them?

8. A JP certifies a copy of a document which is sub-
sequently used in a fraud case. Can the Justice 
be prosecuted?

9. Someone arrives with an affidavit. That affidavit 
has a will as an exhibit. Should you staple the 
will to the affidavit?

10. A deponent asks to swear an affidavit which 
has been written on double-sided paper. Can 
you take it? 

11. A client asks you to reveal what you have writ-
ten about them in your logbook/register. Can 
you show them?
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Kiwibuild statutory declaration

This declaration can be compli-
cated, with multiple options to 
be selected by applicants and 
numerous annexures/exhibits. 

The statutory declaration below 
was the most current available 
at the time of publication. Some 
applicants may approach you 
with an older or updated version 
which is acceptable, provided the 
declaration originated from the 
Kiwibuild website and has not 
been altered. 

Authorised Person Only

Along the right-hand page is a 
series of boxes which must be 
ticked by the authorised person 
- such as the Justice of the Peace 
– who takes the declaration. 

Not all of the boxes should be ticked. The ticked boxes indicate which sections are applicable 
to the applicant and whether annexures have been certified and annexed. 

• For section 1, HOME OWNERSHIP, the Justice must tick the first OR second box, not 
both boxes. 

This confirms that the applicant has chosen A (First Home Buyers) or B (Previous Home 
Owners). 

• For section 2, RESIDENCY, the Justice must tick the first OR second box, not both boxes. 

This confirms whether the applicant has chosen A or B, but also confirms that Annexure 
A has been certified and annexed. 

• For section 3, the Justice must tick the box. 

Kiwibuild applicants 
are required to submit 
a Kiwibuild statutory 
declaration as part of 
their applications for 
pre-qualification.
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This confirms that Annexure B has been certified and annexed.

• For section 5, the Justice must tick the box. 

This confirms that Annexure C has been certified and annexed. 

Options contained within the statutory declaration

The tick boxes, discussed above, indicate which sections apply to the applicant. There are certain 
options within those sections which must also be selected.

Section 2A, RESIDENCY

I am a New Zealand (select one) citizen / permanent resident / holder of a resident visa  
ordinarily resident in New Zealand and I attach as Annexure A a certified copy of my  
(select one) birth certificate / passport / passport and evidence of visa;

• This section requires the applicant to indicate whether they are a “citizen OR permanent 
resident OR holder of a resident visa”. The applicant must select one of these options. 

• Depending on which residency option the applicant selects, in the same paragraph they 
will need to indicate what document they have attached as Annexure A – “a birth cer-
tificate OR passport OR passport and evidence of visa”. The applicant must select one of 
these options. 

Section 5, Annexure C

I attach as Annexure C, a certified copy of evidence that I am / we are able to secure suffi-
cient funds with which to buy a KiwiBuild home.

• Applicants can make a joint application. However, each must submit an individual statu-
tory declaration. If an applicant selects “we are” in section 5, this indicates they are mak-
ing a joint application, not a joint statutory declaration. The declarants’ statutory declara-
tion and annexures must be individually completed and submitted. 

Annexures 

Applicants must attach three annexures to this declaration. You should treat these annexures as 
you would any other exhibit to a statutory declaration or affidavit. 

• The declarant must present the copies for annexure and the originals of each document. 

• The Justice must certify each copy as a true copy of its original. 

• An appropriate exhibit note must be written on each of the copies. 

Annexure A is a certified copy of a birth certificate, passport or a passport and evidence of visa. The 
correct annexure must be selected in section 2. 

Annexure B is a certified copy of evidence of the applicant’s total gross income. You must tick the 
box to indicate this has been certified and annexed. 

Annexure C is a certified copy of evidence that the applicant, or the applicant and another appli-
cant jointly, is/are able to secure sufficient funds to buy a Kiwibuild home. You must tick the box to 
indicate this has been certified and annexed. 
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Quiz time answers

Go to  
justiceofthepeace.org.nz

Select

In the Username box 
write your last name 
plus your JP number.  

Your last name should 
be lower case and 
there is no space be-
tween your name and 
number.

In the Password box, 
write your password. 

Make sure you only use 
upper case letters if 
they were included in 
your password.

How do I 
log in to the 
website?

JP LOG IN

bloggs1234

mYPassword

1. According to the Oaths and 
Declarations Act 1957, deponents 
may take their oath in any manner 
binding to them. If clients want to 
swear their oath in this manner, 
they can. The deponent must still 
state aloud that the affidavit is 
theirs, is true and that the state-
ment made is intended to be bind-
ing. (See 8.6 of your Manual.) 

2. According to rule 159 of the 
Family Court Rules 2002, an exhibit 
should only be annexed to the 
affidavit if it is practicable to annex 
it to the affidavit and if its pages 
do not exceed International size 
A4. Instead, the exhibit should be 
filed with the affidavit in a separate 
bundle that has a front page. 

3. Yes, you can. There is no minimum 
age requirement for a statutory 
declaration. Nor is there an age 
requirement for witnesses in a 
court matter. However, the declar-
ant must demonstrate that they 
have sufficient understanding to 
solemnly and sincerely declare the 
truth of their statement. See 7.10 
of your Manual. Earlier this year 
a 12-year-old made a declaration 
stating they would be responsible 
for the care of their cat for MPI 
purposes. 

4. Yes, you can. Couples can apply 
for a divorce even if they were not 
married in New Zealand. One of 
the parties must be domiciled in 
New Zealand in order to be eligible 
to apply. Whether a party meets 
this requirement will be deter-
mined by the Family Court.

5. No. Currently the Oaths and Dec-
larations Act 1957 requires a dec-
laration to be made “before” you. 
The Act gives guidance to persons 
wanting to make a declaration 
outside of New Zealand if this is 
the reason for needing a Skype ap-
pearance. With court, government 
and business documents becoming 
more online-based, declarations 
may change to suit more modern 
expectations of communication in 
future. 

6. Yes, Justices of the Peace retain 
their jurisdiction when overseas. 

It can be useful to have a Justice 
overseas. People based overseas 
can access our services when want-
ing to make an affidavit or statu-
tory declaration for a New Zealand 
matter. 

7. No, you are under no obligation to 
provide documentation for clients. 
Your function is to sign, certify and 
witness. You are perfectly entitled 
to ask the client to return with the 
appropriate paperwork. However, 
if you are happy to print out the 
appropriate documents for the 
client, you are most welcome to. 

8. If you performed your Justice of 
the Peace duties as per usual, you 
cannot be held liable. You are not 
legally responsible for the veracity 
of the documents you oversee or 
of the client you assist. You may 
be held liable if you knowingly 
assisted another person to commit 
fraud. But this would require you 
to be an active and knowledgeable 
participant in another person’s 
crime. 

9. No. For any other affidavit, with 
a few exceptions, you may staple 
exhibits to the affidavit. Howev-
er, wills should never be altered, 
marked or affixed to anything. If in 
doubt, it is better to leave exhibits 
to be attached to the affidavit by 
the deponent. They can seek advice 
from the court registry prior to 
submission. 

10. Rule 65 of the Family Court 
Rules 2002 requires documents 
to be submitted to the court with 
contents printed single-sided. 
Although this rule is not repeated 
in the District Court and High Court 
rules, it remains a preference of the 
registry and a double-sided docu-
ment is likely to be rejected by the 
registry. It may be useful to men-
tion this to your client. 

11. Yes. Under our privacy laws a cli-
ent is legally entitled to know what 
information we have recorded and 
kept about them. If they want to 
see a written copy of your logbook, 
you must redact the information 
written about other clients.
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Are you having a hard time reading what is 
on your phone?

If you are an iPhone user, open Settings>Dis-
play & Brightness>Text Size. All you have to 
do is drag the slider to increase the text size 
to the setting that works best for you. You 
can also use the VoiceOver feature and have 
content read out loud to you. This setting, 
as well as Zoom and Magnifier Tools, can be 
found under Settings>General>Accessibility. 

Android phones have similar settings. To 
increase your phone’s font size, go to Set-
tings>Display>Font Size. Adjust your font 
size to your liking by selecting small, normal, 
large, or huge. However, the sizing will vary, 
depending on the phone you have.

Find yourself missing calls and texts?

Experiment with different ringtones and 
volume settings to better alert you. Go to 
Settings>Sounds and choose from countless 
combinations for each notification. Do you 
have hearing aids? Some hearing aids allow 
you to connect to your iPhone.

To adjust your ringtone volume, go to  
Settings>Sound. You’ll find a list of sound 
options where you can select different ring-
tones.

EDUCATION – October 2018

Technology tips
Are you “tech savvy”? We all know technology offers an array of conveniences to 
help make life easier, but it can be a hassle or even intimidating to some if they didn’t 
grow up with the technologies we have today. These simple tips will help you step up 
your tech game and learn to love your devices.

By SARAH GILLARD 

You can access useful apps on the Google Play 
Store (Android users) and the App Store (iP-
hone/iPad users), and a lot of apps are free to 
use. Apps are great for keeping track of health 
and wellness, entertainment, or reminding us of 
our daily tasks. Here are three apps to get you 
started: 

Pill Reminder by Medisafe 
This app will help you remember to take your 
medicine. It is ranked #1 by pharmacists and 
physicians.

Map My Walk 
This is a free app to use while you are walk-
ing. It uses the GPS on your phone to map out 
your walking routes and records the duration, 
distance, pace, speed, and elevation. It will also 
calculate the calories you burned.

iBooks or Kindle 
Take your tablet along to your next doctor’s 
appointment and lose yourself in a good book 
while you are in the waiting room. Both apps 
offer free books to read, but most popular titles 
and magazines can be read at a cost. Some 
community libraries can give you access to their 
digital library to digitally check out books on to 
your reading app by using your library card!

There is no avoiding the latest and greatest in 
technology. While it can seem like an inconven-
ience to keep up with devices and technology, it 
can really help make your life more convenient 
and entertaining. With a little practice, you can 
easily enjoy all that these devices offer.

THERE’S  
AN APP  
FOR THAT!
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Past Federation President Gavin Kerr (centre) 
and colleagues have their thinking caps on at the 
Top of the South conference in Blenheim.

The Central Regional Conference theme this year was “Managing Change: Planning for the 
Future” – and for me personally, it was definitely about managing change! Although I had 
previously attended these conferences as an association member, this time I faced the chal-
lenge of facilitating the event as the Central Regional Representative. 

The uniqueness of the Central region with its 
eight lower North Island and two “Top of the 
South” associations has traditionally required a 
one-day conference in two different locations on 
consecutive Saturdays - one in the North Island, 
one in the South - and for those attending both, 
having to cross Cook Strait. In the words of former 
All Black captain Sean Fitzpatrick it is a game of 
two halves, with the aim of presenting the same 
programme at each venue. 

For the northern triangle of Taranaki, Hawke’s 
Bay and Wellington, the conference was held on 
August 4 in the usual central location of Palmer-
ston North, in the Silks Lounge at the Awapuni 
Function Centre with its extensive views of the 
Tararuas. As host association, Hawke’s Bay admin-
istered from afar and ensured that everything ran 
smoothly. 

The two Top of the South associations, Marlborough 
and Nelson Tasman, alternate hosting duties in the 
area. This year it was Marlborough’s turn, and the 
event took place on August 11 at The Foundry in 
Blenheim. 

Hawke’s Bay and Marlborough were superb hosts, 
each creating a most genial atmosphere. Camarade-
rie, personal and professional support were to the 
fore at each conference and for that we sincerely 
thank them. 

The koru, an integral symbol in Māori carving and 
art, was chosen as the conference symbol because it 
reflected this year’s theme. The koru with its unfurling 
spiral shaped frond emanating from a firm central 
core represents new life, strength and peace and 
conveys the idea of perpetual movement toward the 
future. 

It was pleasing to have Board representation at both 
venues. In her session Leading Us Into The Future, 
Federation President Rachael O’Grady began most ef-
fectively by engaging us with the past: the milestone 
of the Canterbury association’s 100th anniversary 
celebration demonstrates the rich history of Justices 
who have served in New Zealand. As the most mature 
association, Canterbury is leading the way into the fu-
ture. All associations provide a sound foundation for 

the Federation Board to project its planning towards 
the future. 

Planning requires the Federation to function as a 
sustainable organisation and Rachael updated us all 
on details of the technological and digital develop-
ment of reporting structures, the recently adopted 
Constitution and the update of policy guidelines, and 
the need for Justices of the Peace to serve with com-
petence and to provide ongoing public access within 
our associations, including the growing number of 
service desks.

Immediate Past President Denise Hutchins focused 
on looking to the future in Preparing For Change, an 
interactive group session on developing the Strategic 
Plan 2020-2025. She led a regional level SWOT anal-
ysis, seeking input from our Justices to formulate the 
Federation’s strategic direction.

Auckland Regional Representative Ric Carlyon was 
also in attendance at Palmerston North as was Fed-
eration Professional Development Advisor Shinae 
Skelton. Ric participated engagingly in the interactive 
group sessions with attendees and, representing 
National Manager Tony Pugh, Shinae spoke of the 
online updates in the session Changing The Way We 
Operate. She focused on the future of digitalisation, 
completing the online assessment and the future 
direction of Accreditation. 

The challenge of change
By Central Regional Representative SHERIDAN HICKEY
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Charles Darwin said that “It’s not the strongest that 
survive, nor the most intelligent, but the ones most 
responsive to change”, and this was to the fore in the 
session in Blenheim, facilitated by Tony Pugh, entitled 
Changing The Way We Operate. Offering specifics on 
the importance of reporting digitally and updating 
other technological advances in order to function 
effectively as a sustainable organisation was very well 
received.

Justices also got their opportunity to contribute in 
Commenting On Change, 
a brief session looking at 
specific sections of the 
Manual. 

The charismatic Dr Chris 
Gallavin’s (right) keynote 
address Change Is Vital 
engaged us immediately 
with his engaging perfor-
mance of social activist 
Tim Shadbolt’s The Ode to 
Jack Watson. The opening 
stanza established Professor Gallavin’s thematic pur-
pose and audience connection:

Helen of Troy wasn’t built in a day 
And neither was Freeman’s Bay 
But they smashed it down for half a crown
And built a motorway. 
Now Jack, he was born in the house he owned
It was built by his grandfather 
But now they say that he and the bay 
Have got in the way 
Of Council flats and a motorway 
And that he’ll get fire and damnation
If he doesn’t accept government’s valuation . . . 
Freeholder: a home for a home you ask 
And, it’s against the law of course, 
We’ll accommodate you, if you excuse the pun. Sign 
the hardship clause. 
But my old mate across the road they gave him  
twenty-three grand. 
Ah, but Jack, he was a JP and you’re just a working 
class man!

The technological challenge of presenting a videoed 
keynote speech in Blenheim was a risk, but Dr Gal-
lavin’s connection with his listeners was equal to his 
live address in Palmerston North. He also shared his 
personal story about leaving school to work in the 
farm machinery repairs business before being of-
fered a job as a clerk at the Marlborough court by Ian 
Cameron (now a JP and registrar of the Marlborough 
association), sparking an interest in pursuing a legal 
career, which led him to where he is today: Deputy 
Pro Vice-Chancellor of Massey University’s College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences and a 2018 Global 
Eisenhower Fellow.

Undoubtedly the highlight was Dr Gallavin’s delivery, 
with colourful references such as “male, pale, stale” in 
an animated and extensive social political discourse 
which challenged us to consider how we engage 
members of the community who are disenfranchised. 
Suggesting that those over 65 are our greatest asset, 
his commentary challenged us to look at imperatives, 
not opportunities, to do things differently and against 
established conventions. He suggested that it is our 
responsibility to establish conversations with other 
demographics, especially with those in Generation X, 
to extend our methods of connection and communi-
cation.

As Justices we should be more be open to life-long 
learning. Society is changing at a more rapid rate than 
our traditional education system, in that one person 
is no longer being trained for one position and this 
translates directly to Justices of the Peace. 

It is imperative that our awareness of the structures 
offered us by the Federation and the associations sus-
tains our motivation of life-long learning and compe-
tence as effective and active Justices of the Peace. His 
audiences were challenged to accept digitalisation, 
mechanisation and globalisation as the norm, a posi-
tion which resonated with both audiences.

The ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus said that 
“The only thing that is constant is change”. And when 
we are “Managing Change and Planning for the 
Future” we should be mindful of John F Kennedy’s 
words: “Change is the law of life. And those who look 
only to the past or present are certain to miss the 
future.”

REGIONAL CONFERENCES

Federation  
President  
Rachael O’Grady  
presenting her  
session Leading  
Us Into The  
Future in  
Blenheim.
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Tairāwhiti (Gisborne) means “the coast upon which 
the sun shines across the water”. 

Most days that would be an apt description of Gis-
borne, but there was no hint of sunshine on the 
weekend of September 8-9 during the Northern 
Regional Conference, as the region endured another 
prolonged wet, stormy period. 

Gisborne also has a reputation for great food, wine 
and surf beaches and on that note delegates were ex-
tended truly outstanding hospitality by the Gisborne 
association, with catering that was “out of this world”, 
which of course made it easy to overlook the weather. 
The view of “moana” provided a wonderful backdrop 
from the conference venue located right at Waikanae 
Beach where we could be distracted dreaming of 
sunnier days at the beach. 

Conference proceedings commenced with a powhiri, 
followed by a welcome from Gisborne association 
president Jenny Loffler. 

Delegates were fortunate to have Associate Minister 
of Justice Aupito William Sio spend some time with us 
with opportunities to interact before the powhiri and 
the Minister’s opening address, which he began by 
thanking the President and Board for their constant 
advocacy work. He emphasised how important it is to 
continue to provide a voice on behalf of all Justices 
and for keeping Ministers fully informed on topical 
issues impacting Justices of the Peace. 

He went on to congratulate the Northern Region 
associations on achieving 66% Accreditation and for 
the high standards of delivery at service desks. He said 
Accreditation is a matter about which we should all 
be vigilant, because of the importance of demonstrat-
ing to the public that we are competent in our duties. 

After his address the Minister answered many and 
varied questions, at which stage he was commended 
for the passage of the Statutes Amendment Bill (No 
2) to Royal Assent stage, and of its significance for the 
amendment to the Justices of the Peace Act, which 
was initiated by a remit from the 2016 Federation 
Conference.

Rachael O’Grady followed the Minister, providing an 

overview of Board projects. A fundamental focus for 
the current Board is to ensure that as an organisation 
we continue to enable everyone to have access to 
justice, which means that at any one time there are a 
large number of projects on the Board’s work plan. 

Those projects are largely directed by the deliverables 
under the Contract for Services, decisions made at 
conferences and the Strategic Plan objectives. Rath-
er than cover all projects, some of the key initiatives 
were mentioned, such as the work being done to en-
sure the sustainability of service desks and the intro-
duction of a Powerpoint presentation suitable for use 
when speaking to community groups about the role 
of Justices of the Peace. There was particular empha-
sis on the work being done to address the long-stand-
ing issue of Justices who are not active or are not 
attending education sessions. Much has been done 
by the Board to provide the Minister and Ministry 
officials with the background to the issue, along with 
current support data, and that work will continue in 
order that an appropriate mechanism can be estab-
lished to assure the public of the level of competency 
of all Justices of the Peace.

The conference programme provided various oppor-
tunities for delegates to discuss and examine issues 
during workshop sessions which ranged from a series 
of quick-fire questions to more in-depth discussions 
covering various topics relevant to all Justices. As with 
other regional conferences Northern Region attend-
ees were able to provide input into the Strategic 
Plan SWOT analysis, and to speak about association 
activities during the Round The Region segments of 
the programme.

There was a brief window of time for people to fresh-
en up at their lodgings before the evening’s social 
get-together. Back at the Surf Club delegates had the 
opportunity to sample some lovely Gisborne bever-
ages while listening to the 17 women who make up 
the four-part harmony a cappella group Savvy who 
performed a set of well-known songs. Once seated at 
their tables there were choruses of oohs and aahs as 
delegates, partners and local Gisborne Justices had 
the opportunity to savour a delectable array of dishes 

By Federation President RACHAEL O’GRADY
Gisborne hosts a memorable occasion

The Gisborne association  
organising committee: 
from left, Dallas,  
Karen Johansen,  
Georgie Johnson,  
Chris Greatbatch,  
president Jenny Loffler 
and Peetikuia Wainui.
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prepared with a great deal of passion by catering 
company Spitfire while being entertained by solo 
performer Peter Te Kani, who sang a number of good 
old favourites.

The excellent food, great entertainment and won-
derful company certainly had everyone in a positive 
frame of mind when delegates convened early the 
next day for day two of the programme, which began 
with an interesting address by Anne Tolley MP. Anne is 
also a Justice of the Peace and patron of the Gisborne 
association. She described her current role as Deputy 
Speaker of the House and as a presiding officer in pro-
tecting the protocol and history of Parliament along 
with protecting the rights of MPs. She also spoke of 
her other roles as co-chair of the New Zealand-North 
American Parliamentary Friendship Group and as one 
of New Zealand’s representative members of the In-
ter-Parliamentary Union, whose work it is to promote, 
protect and strengthen democracy around the world. 
There were a number of questions from delegates to 
which she gave comprehensive answers.

After a short break and yet more mouth-watering 
food, National Manager Tony Pugh set about chal-
lenging our views through an engaging presentation 
entitled Changing The Way We Operate, which start-
ed with a quote from Jack Welch: “Change before 
you have to.” Throughout his presentation Tony had 
delegates considering some of the things that need to 
be on our horizon if Justices are to remain relevant for 
decades to come, an example of which related to the 
certifying of copies. Considering that the first photo-
copier was invented in 1938 but the first one was not 
sold until 1959, we need to already be thinking about 
how copies may presented in the future, especially 
given that 3D printers and holographic images are 
now a reality. 

Moving on, Tony presented some interesting statistics 
dispelling the idea that “young people don’t volun-
teer anymore”. For example, in a Statistics NZ survey 
in 2016-2017 of 1000 people, 40% of those aged 
between 15 and 24 had volunteered in the previous 
four-week period, 48% of those aged 25-44, 54% of 
those aged 45-64 and 54% of those aged over 65. 

When speaking about the duties we fulfil as Justices 
of the Peace, particularly AML-CFT duties, Tony asked 
a rhetorical question of delegates as to whether those 
duties should be client/customer-centric or JP-centric - 
something all Justices should be thinking about. Tony 
concluded with another quote, this one from John P 
Kotter: “Never underestimate the power of the mind 
to disempower.”

To round off the programme a remit for the 2019 Fed-
eration Conference was raised and discussed before 
the Bay of Plenty association extended an invitation 
to hold the 2019 Northern Regional Conference in 
Tauranga.

Warmth, hospitality and teamwork made this a 
memorable and successful conference. A great deal 
of thanks must be extended to the small group from 
the Gisborne association who were our hosts. They 
deserve the highest commendation for their attention 
to detail in all aspects of the conference. Thank you.

Lastly and most importantly, thank you to all the dele-
gates for the commitment made to attend the confer-
ence, and the contributions made to discussions.  

• Thanks to Christine Rupp for her assistance with 
    this article
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• Coverage of the Southern and Auckland  
conferences will be published in the next issue  
of the Quarterly.
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