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Tēnā koutou katoa: Greetings to you all

As a community, we all share a sense of horror 
and disbelief at the events that unfolded in 
Christchurch on Friday March 15. The events of 
that day were an unprovoked attack on the very 
freedoms we hold dear, an act of violence in a 
place of faith, and carrying a particular element 
of revulsion. 

I am sure you join me in expressing our deepest 
condolences and solidarity with the families, 
friends and communities suffering so deeply in 
the wake of this national tragedy. No one in our 
country should live in fear, no matter their race, 
religion or beliefs. 

In a prominent position on my desk I have a small 
statue of Justitia, Lady Justice. Blindfolded, with a 
set of scales suspended from one hand and a double-edged 
sword in the other, she embodies justice. She serves as a 
constant reminder to hold the scales of justice with equal 
poise towards all people,  without discrimination. That ob-
jectivity and lack of prejudice is something that as Justices of 
the Peace we have sworn to uphold in our communities – to 
“do right to all manner of people . . .  without fear or favour, 
affection or ill will”. The oath also implies you are going to 
maintain yourselves as impartial and available, informed and 
trusting of people as well as being trustworthy.

These symbols serve to remind me that as colleagues with a 
shared interest in serving our communities, we have a bond 
that draws us together. They are a reminder that Justice is 
not free-fall but made up of networks of relationships that 
need attention in order that all are protected. I suggest that 
your very commitment to your fellow citizens is a reminder 
of the importance of human contact to the well-being of 
communities - the importance of face-to-face contact with a 
person of integrity that invites integrity in response. 

Justice is articulated in codes that order a society or commu-
nity, to ensure the well-being of its members, but it is the 
desire for justice which represents a basic need in all people. 
The key to this right-functioning of justice and community 
is access. Access to justice was a strong theme in all of the 
speeches made as Dame Helen Winkelmann was sworn in 
as New Zealand’s 13th Chief Justice at a ceremony in the 
Supreme Court in March.

Retiring Chief Justice Dame Sian Elias, who was present at 
that ceremony, had only a few days earlier made one of 
the final public appearances of her 20 years as Chief Justice 
as one of three exemplary keynote speakers at the annual 
Federation AGM/Conference which took place in Blenheim 
at the beginning of March. Dame Sian has been an excep-
tional guardian of the principles and values we aspire to in 
this country, demonstrated in her remarks at Conference. She 
emphatically spoke of “lawmindedness” as the strong social 
glue of our society, stressing the importance of lay participa-
tion in the administration of justice, and the role of Justices 
of the Peace in that.

Without doubt the guest speakers were a highlight of the 
Conference programme. The first, former Chief District Court 
Judge Sir David Carruthers, in speaking to the theme “Doing 
right to all people”, used a series of examples interspersed 
with witty anecdotes from his extensive judicial work experi-
ences to illustrate how he considered Justices of the Peace to 
be the civilised connection between the judicial system and 

the public. The final guest speaker, Wellington 
lawyer Steph Dyhrberg, pulled no punches in 
her real-life, down-to-earth address in which she 
provided plenty of common sense advice about 
mediating between differences of opinions and 
responding to complaints. In their own varying 
styles, all three spoke of the expectation for 
individuals serving in any office/role, paid or 
voluntary, being required to complete training, 
attain competency standards and perform duties 
to the highest level of professionalism. 

Conference coverage in this issue will expand on 
the decisions of the AGM and further highlight 
the contributions of the invited speakers, among 
other Conference events. For readers who at-
tended, the report will allow you to revisit your 
own experience and for those readers unable to 

attend, the report and photos will give you a good account 
of Conference achievements. 

Hundreds of volunteer hours went into the Conference 
arrangements. I extend a special thank-you to the dedicated 
members of the Marlborough association for their organ-
isation of an inclusive and friendly event, at which all 28 
associations were represented.

Conference marked the completion of my first year as Pres-
ident, and it gave me great pleasure to present the Annual 
Report covering the advances and milestones of the past 
year in advancing the objectives of the Federation. Some 
projects remain as “works in progress” this year. 

One of my first duties in beginning my second year was to 
welcome four new Board members: Vice-President Terry 
Byrne and three new regional representatives: Nigel Tate 
(Northern), Garry Nicholls (Auckland), and Lindsay Dow 
(Southern). Denise Hutchins remains as Immediate Past Presi-
dent and Sheridan Hickey as the Central Regional Represent-
ative. Earlier in proceedings we farewelled the four retiring 
members: Pat Samson (Vice-President), Peter Osborne 
(Northern), Ric Carlyon (Auckland) and Cathy Hurst (South-
ern), each of whom brought dedication and commitment to 
the governance roles in which they served.

Immediately after Conference the new Board met to start the 
year’s work. Its members and the Federation staff are united 
in our ambition and determination to achieve the best possi-
ble results for the Federation. I remain heartened and in fact 
energised by the strides the Federation has been and is mak-
ing,  and by the courage shown in tackling challenges with 
ambitious initiatives. Our focus is now on tomorrow. The past 
cannot be changed. But the future is in our hands.

Whether we are struggling to make sense of the recent 
atrocities in Christchurch, or the devastating fires in Nelson 
Tasman, or striving to provide access to justice, as Justices 
of the Peace I encourage you to come together, and work 
together, as a strong, caring and inclusive community.

The value of understanding, enhancing and working on our 
sense of community is reflected in this whakatauki (proverb):  
Mā te ronga, ka mōhio, mā te mōhio, ka mārama; mā te 
mārama, ka mātau; mā te mātau, ka ora:  Through listening 
comes awareness; through awareness comes understanding; 
through understanding comes knowledge; through knowl-
edge comes life and well-being.

Rachael O’Grady

Federation President 
Rachael O’Grady

PRESIDENT’S PAGE

‘Justice for all’



There is a heightened awareness of the 
impact of social media following the 
events in Christchurch on March 15.
Whether you are a frequent or occa-
sional user of social media, it is your 
responsibility to assess if posts you or 
your friends make on your social media 
channels could be interpreted as offen-
sive to someone else and thus have the 
potential to be in violation of the Code 
of Ethics.
Acting in a way which brings disrepute 
to the office of Justice of the Peace is a 
breach of the Code of Ethics, and will 
be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of the Justices of the Peace 
Act 1957 section 5 (1).
Having taken the judicial oath, Justic-
es of the Peace have become judicial 
officers and must therefore conduct 
themselves in such a manner as to not 
compromise their ability to discharge 
their obligations in the impartial admin-
istration of the law.
If you are listed as a Justice of the Peace 
on a social media site, you must bear 
in mind that it is not appropriate to 
express partisan or sectarian views. 
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Attendees were welcomed in the ASB The-
atre Foyer on the Friday afternoon with a mihi 
whakatau led by Janis de Thierry and represen-
tatives of the Rangitane iwi. The response from 
manuhiri was given by Central Districts associa-
tion president Tangi Utikere.

The formalities included an address to the large 
group in attendance by Carl Crafar, Chief Operat-
ing Officer for Operations and Service Delivery at 
the Ministry of Justice. 

Mr Crafar said that the main focus areas for the 
Ministry in the coming year will be staff training, 
buildings and ICT improvements, including au-
dio-visual conferencing technology. The Ministry 
is currently involved in 24 Bills in Parliament. 

He noted that the appointment of Andrew Kib-
blewhite as the new Chief Executive and Secre-
tary for Justice [see P15], and the swearing-in 
later in the month of new Chief Justice Dame 
Helen Winkelmann  would inevitably see chang-
es within the Ministry. 

The formal Conference opening on Friday eve-
ning, held in the ASB Theatre Auditorium, fea-
tured speeches by Alistair Boyce, the president 
of the Marlborough association, and the Mayor 
of Marlborough, John Leggett. Associate Jus-
tice Minister Aupito William Sio, who holds the 
delegation for Justices of the Peace, appeared 
by video message, and the Conference was 
officially opened by Mr Leggett. He was thanked 
by Federation Immediate Past President Denise 
Hutchins, after which we were very well enter-
tained by the Marlborough District Brass Band.

Saturday began with one of the Conference’s 
three keynote speakers, Sir David Carruthers.  
Sir  David is a former Chief District Court Judge, 
chairman of the New Zealand Parole Board, and 
chairman of the Independent Police Conduct Au-
thority. Sir David’s theme was doing right to all 
people in accordance with New Zealand’s laws 
and customs. However, he began by expressing 
his appreciation for the service of Justices, and 
the mature and civilised way in which appoin-

The Marlborough association delivered in fine style on the theme of “Quality Justice 
– A Fine Vintage” at the Federation’s 2019 AGM and Conference held in Blenheim on 
March 1-3. The warm welcome and stimulating Conference sessions and presentations, 
accompanied by perfect summer weather, made for an outstanding event. 

By Quarterly Editor GEOFF DAVIES  
Pictures: SUDHIR DUPPATI

Vintage Conference in Blenheim

The Marlborough District Brass Band slowly joined proceedings on a rising stage at the opening ceremony.



Violin ‘Peace’ for Justices
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tees carry out their duties. 

He also acknowledged the “wonderful job” retiring Chief 
Justice Dame Sian Elias has done for New Zealand in her 20 
years’ service in that role.

“She has been an exceptional guard of the constitutional 
values of this country . . . She is rightfully now as she retires 
receiving thanks from the whole of this nation for an out-
standing job done at no little personal cost.

“I salute her for her unique contribution to this country,” he 
said. 

Sir David’s full speech can be found on the Federation web-
site: Member Services>91st AGM and Conference

Sir David’s speech was followed by the first of the AGM/Con-
ference’s four business sessions. Sessions two and three were 
also held on Saturday, and the fourth on Sunday.

Main items included confirmation of the minutes of the 2018 
90th AGM/Conference held in Christchurch, the acceptance 
of the Annual Report and Financial Statement, a Notice of 
Motion from the Board,  and six remits. 

The AGM/Conference 2018 minutes and this year’s Annual 
Report can be found on the Federation website: Member 
Services>91st AGM and Conference

The Notice of Motion related to electronic voting by associa-
tions and was to change the bullet points of clause E3 (b) (iii) 
of the Constitution to read:

• The Association shall cast its vote in accordance with the 
instructions provided.   

• The Association may cast its vote by electronic means. The 
procedures in relation to such electronic voting shall be 
those determined by the Board from time to time in accor-
dance with any other provision in the Rules and with any 
applicable law.

• Voting shall be completed no later than 12 noon 1st De-
cember following.

The motion was carried.

The results of the remits were as follows.

Remit one: That the RFNZJA Board obtain funding from 
Ministry of Justice to provide newly appointed Justices of 
the Peace with a named stamp for certifying copies.  Moved 

Electric vio-
linist Lauren 
Doherty, just 
14 years old, 
entertained 
Conference 
attendees 
at dinner on 
Saturday night. 

A student at Marlborough Girls’ 
College, Lauren has been playing 
the violin since she was seven and 
composing her own music from the 
age of 10. 

“I use software which allows me to 
arrange the elements of my backing 
tracks,” she said. 

“I enjoy creating a unique set of 
music for each occasion I play at. 
Normally, I shorten the event name 
to one word, and then focus around 
what that means to me. For this 
event, I labelled my set ‘Peace’. The 
inspiration for the songs I performed 
stemmed from that word. I wanted 
to show my Irish roots through the 
songs by using traditional ornamen-
tation like cuts and rolls. The image I 
visualised was emerald green grass, 
still wet with morning dew, coating 
the top of a cliff … a sea of green, 
slowly tumbling down into rugged 
valleys, sprinkled with blush-pink 
flowers. Fog hanging in the crooks 
of the hills, drifting gently down. 
A crisp wind blowing lightly, salt 
carried from afar. 

“I am always striving to make my 
music visual. Thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to play for you, I 
really enjoyed it.”

Delegates voting during a business session
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Auckland, seconded Wellington: Carried

Remit two: That the RFNZJA Board explore 
the possibility of introducing Justice Education 
Programmes in secondary schools and report on 
this to AGM 2020. Moved Auckland, seconded 
Northland: Lost

Remit three: That the RFNZJA Board approach 
MOJ and request a review of the timeframes 
involved in appointing Justices with a view to 
reducing the current timeframe being experi-
enced by associations. Moved Auckland, second-
ed Wellington. The remit was amended  to read 
“That the RFNZJA Board review the timeframes 
involved in appointing Justices with a view to re-
ducing the current timeframe being experienced 
by Associations” (Bay of Plenty/Canterbury):  
Carried

Remit four: That the RFNZJA Board engage with 
the Ministry of Justice to develop guidelines 
around the implementation of section 5(1) of 
the Justices of the Peace Act 1957 which pro-
vides for the removal or suspension from office 
if the Justice (b)(ii) “has neglected or refused to 
perform his or her duties as a Justice . . .”. Moved 
Auckland, seconded Canterbury: Carried

Remit five: That the RFNZJA Board consider 
developing online training to facilitate ongoing 
competency and accreditation alongside the 
existing face-to-face education and training of-
fered by Associations. Moved Far North, second-
ed Franklin: Carried

Remit six: That the RFNZJA Board explore the 
provision of a programme that allows individual 
Justices of the Peace to maintain their record 
of ministerial activities in a secure, efficient and 
retrievable format on the Federation website. 
Moved Marlborough, seconded Southland: Lost

In other business during the four sessions, the 
Federation Board for 2019-2020 was confirmed. 
In addition to Immediate Past President Denise 
Hutchins (Nelson Tasman association), the Board 
comprises:

President: Rachael O’Grady (Gisborne)

Vice-President:Terry Byrne (Nelson Tasman)

Northern Regional Representative: Nigel Tate 
(Waikato)

Southern Regional Representative: Lindsay Dow 
(Southland)

Auckland Regional Representative: Garry Nichol-
ls (Auckland)

Central Regional Representative:      Sheridan 
Hickey (Central Districts)

South Taranaki association vice-president Phil 
Nixon invited associations to the 2020 AGM/
Conference in Hawera; Wellington was con-
firmed as host association for the 2021 event; 
and the Federation Budget for the period ending 
June 30 2019 was considered and approved. 

Saturday’s second keynote speaker was Chief 
Justice Dame Sian Elias, delivering her last formal 
public speech before retirement. Dame Sian’s 
theme was the nature of the New Zealand legal  
order, especially the connections between the 
Supreme Court and the work of Justices of the 
Peace. She said that she was delighted by the 
opportunity to address the Conference, and in 
her closing remarks spoke warmly of the work of 
Justices of the Peace.

“In the end, what marks any community or any 
nation is the sharing of common values. We do 
not talk much about values today. The office of 
Justice of the Peace is a demonstration of com-
munity values. You who are appointed to this 
office have the respect of the communities you 
serve. Because of that, the community itself not 
only participates in the application of law but 
can have confidence that it will remain ground-
ed. In your lives you are example and bridge to 
understanding. You stop the system being seen 
as aloof from real life preoccupations. You pro-
vide essential glue for the rule of law,” she said.

“I am delighted that my last speaking engage-
ment as Chief Justice has been at this Confer-
ence. It allows me to say how much I have valued 
your work in mine – not only as Chief Justice but 
as a lawyer and judge before then. It has allowed 
me to reflect on the legal order as a whole and 
to remember that the pleasure I have had in the 
privilege of serving for so long as head of the ju-
diciary in New Zealand has been because it is the 
work of many hands and the Chief Justice is a 
small part of the great tradition of service which 
is your tradition also.”

Dame Sian’s full speech can be found on the 
Federation website: Member Services>91st AGM 
and Conference

The final event of Saturday was the third key-
note speaker, Stephanie Dyhrberg, a partner at 
Dyhrberg Drayton Employment Law. Ms Dyhr-
berg is a prominent senior employment advisor 
and advocate. Early last year New Zealand Rugby 

• Continued on P13
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Sometimes clients do not actually need the services of a Justice of the Peace, but they think they do, 
and at some time you have probably been approached and asked to execute a document that does 
not require the attention of a JP. 

What with immigration applications, KiwiBuild statutory declarations and certified copies of identifi-
cation for anti-money laundering (AML) reporting organisations, it is easy to overlook that some tasks 
do not require you to execute them as a Justice of the Peace.

Does this mean that you shouldn’t deal with the document?

Some documents must be executed by someone with a specific qualification. Witnessing a relation-
ship property agreement, for instance, must be performed by a lawyer because of a legislative re-
quirement that the witness must provide the signatories with legal advice. In circumstances where 
you do not meet the description of the person required to sign the document, you should not touch 
that document. 

Other documents have no specific requirements for who may execute them. In this case, dealing with 
the document is considered to not be a Justice of the Peace task but a general task able to be per-
formed by anyone, including you. 

Dealing with general tasks that are not specific to JPs

If the document doesn’t ask for a Justice of the Peace, then it is best not to sign or stamp the docu-
ment as a JP. Write your full name excluding your Justice of the Peace title. 

Sometimes a misinformed client may insist that you stamp their document as a Justice when the task 
is not Justice of the Peace-specific. Explain the situation to the client and do not feel pressured to use 
your Justice of the Peace credentials when they are not required.

Can you identify which documents can be dealt with by you as a Justice of the Peace, which  
documents may be dealt with by anyone and which tasks a JP cannot perform?

1. Can you witness a will? 

2. Can you witness an enduring power of attorney?

3. Can you sign as witness a New Zealand passport application?

4. Can you sign a search warrant?

5. Can you sign a form confirming that a young person has been fully informed of their rights regard-
ing taking a DNA sample?

6. Can you sign a proof of life certificate?

• Answers on P12

EDUCATION – April 2019

From the Professional  
Development Advisor

Shinae Skelton

You’re not always a Justice of the Peace . . . 
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What does this mean for Justices of the Peace?

AML requirements are impacting upon the 
number of certified copies Justices of the Peace 
are asked to sign. Reporting entities must take 
certain steps to verify the identity of their clients 
where there is a risk that money could be used 
for laundering or terrorism purposes. Some of 
this verification process is performed by you. Cli-
ents may approach you seeking certified copies 
of their identification and a written statement 
that they resemble their identification. 

The issue

Many of you are aware of an issue arising from 
AML certified copies. Organisations have differ-
ent processes that they ask you to follow and dif-
ferent statements they would like you to write. 

Under AML legislation, there is no legal require-
ment that a specific statement must be written 
when certifying documents for identity verifica-
tion purposes. Reporting entities are entitled to 
create their own process and require their own 
wording. 

What about an AML stamp?

In these circumstances, creating a new certified 
copy stamp with wording to suit every reporting 
entity is impractical. If you would like a stamp 
for AML certifications, you will likely need many 
stamps to suit differing requirements. 

If you have had a stamp made, please do not use 
it if your stamp does not match the entity’s re-
quired wording. Clients have reported instances 
where their paperwork has been rejected due to 
a Justice not using appropriate wording or using 
a stamp that does not meet the requirements.

Do I have to write this long statement out  
multiple times?

That is one method. 

Another method is to ask the client to write the 
statement so that the paperwork is ready for you 
to sign. The reporting entity is interested in en-
suring you have sighted the original and copy of 
the document and have compared the image to 
the client. Your signature alongside the required 
statement confirms this. 

EDUCATION – April 2019

However, please do not sign 
your letter of support or 
reference as a Justice of the 
Peace. Using the letters JP 
may be seen as an attempt to 
make your letter appear more 
authoritative. 

This is particularly important 
for immigration applications 
where the matter may end up in a courtroom. 
Letters of support from Justices of the Peace 

have been mentioned and considered in im-
migration decisions made by the judiciary. 

Giving your support
You may be approached by an acquaintance and asked to write a letter of support 
or a reference for them. As a private citizen, you are more than welcome to do this. 

Buying thousands of stamps
It is estimated that around six thousand entities will be required to report under AML require-
ments once all phases have been introduced. 
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What do I do with this exhibit?
What are exhibits?

Exhibits are documents referred to in an affi-
davit and attached to that affidavit in support. 

Documents referred to in a statutory declara-
tion and attached to that declaration are also 
considered, and treated like, exhibits.

What rules are there?

Because affidavits are usually intended to 
be produced as evidence in court, the Family 
Court Rules 2002, District Court Rules 2014 
and High Court Rules 2016 apply.  The rules 
that apply will depend upon what court the 
document is intended for. 

No general rules concerning exhibits to stat-
utory declarations can be found in the Oaths 
and Declarations Act 1957. If a statutory 
declaration is specifically requested by an 
organisation, there may be specific legislation 
concerning that declaration or the organisa-
tion may have requirements to follow. The 
KiwiBuild statutory declaration, for instance, 
requires certain documents to be attached as 
exhibits. 

If no specific requirements exist for attach-
ments to a statutory declaration, it is best 
practice to follow the general requirements 
for exhibits to affidavits. 

Exhibit note

In every case, exhibits must be marked with a 
distinguishing letter or number or both. This 
can be done when writing or stamping your 
exhibit note on the document. Your exhibit 
note should include:

• the distinguishing number/letter

• the name of the deponent or declarant

• the place where the affidavit or statutory 
declaration was taken

• the date 

• your signature, name and Justice of the 
Peace position.

The exhibits must be sighted and have exhibit 
notes written on them at the same time that 
the affidavit or declaration is taken. The dates 
on the affidavit or declaration and any exhib-
its should match. 

Body of the document

Ensure that the exhibit is also referred to by 
the distinguishing number or letter in the 
body of the affidavit or statutory declaration. 
If the affidavit or statutory declaration is writ-
ten personally by the client, they sometimes 
forget to do this. 

If the client has written something like “I re-
ceived a letter from Bob which I have attached 
to this affidavit”, the sentence will need to be 
corrected to include reference to the exhibit’s 
designated number or letter. For instance “I 
received a letter from Bob which I have at-
tached to this affidavit (marked as exhibit A)”.

Do I write an exhibit note on every page of a 
multi-page exhibit? 

This could be onerous if the exhibit is hun-
dreds of pages long. There is no requirement 
that a note is written on every page in any of 
the Court Rules. The only requirement is that 
each individual exhibit must be marked. 

Nor is there a requirement that exhibit docu-
ments are numbered. You are not prohibited 
from numbering pages either. 

The rules regarding exhibits are hazy and pockmarked with grey areas. 
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Do I initial pages of the exhibit?

The Court Rules only require that every page 
of the affidavit, except the attestation page, 
must be initialled. There are no rules requiring 
or prohibiting you from initialling every page 
of an exhibit. 

Attaching the exhibit 

Generally, exhibits must be attached to the 
statutory declaration or affidavit if they are to 
be submitted in paper form. This can be done 
by the client before submission. 

If it is practical and the pages of the exhibit 
are not larger than A4, then the exhibit should 
be attached to the statutory declaration or 
affidavit. 

It the affidavit concerns probate and the origi-
nal will is to be exhibited, the will must not be 
physically attached to the affidavit.

Exhibit bundles

Exhibits that cannot be physically attached 

must be filed with the affidavit in a separate 
bundle. The exhibits must be securely bound 
and have a cover sheet. 

Exhibits that cannot be bundled

Exhibits are materials attached to support 
the statements the client has made in their 
affidavit or statutory declaration. There is no 
requirement that an exhibit must be a paper 
document. An exhibit could be anything from 
a DVD to a shoe. 

In cases where the size, shape or nature of 
the exhibit makes it impracticable to attach 
or bundle the exhibit, the exhibit must have a 
cover sheet firmly attached to it. 

Translations

An affidavit in a language other than English 
must be accompanied by an affidavit by an in-
terpreter. The interpreter’s affidavit must have 
a copy of the client’s non-English affidavit and 
a copy of the interpreter’s translation attached 
as exhibits. 

There are a number of circumstances when a cli-
ent will need your assistance with an A & I form. 
In many instances, the process will be straightfor-
ward and you can administer the document like 
any other. Sometimes clients simply need verifi-
cation of their identity. 

In other instances, what is being asked of you 
may be impractical. For example, the A & I may 
require the party verifying the client’s identity to 
make a statutory declaration. If you are serving 
a client from your own home or at a busy service 
desk, meeting this requirement is not possible. 

LINZ is working to improve their A & I process 
and to provide more practical requirements for 
Justices of the Peace. In the meantime, if you 

encounter an A & I form about which you have 
concerns, you are welcome to direct your ques-
tion to trainer@jpfed.org.nz. 

We are working with Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) regarding their 
requirements for A & I (Authority and Instruction) forms and potential im-
pacts on Justices of the Peace. 

Requirements for A & I forms
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Find a Justice of the Peace

Did you know that you have an online presence? Even if you do not have so-
cial media accounts, such as Facebook, it is still possible to exist in the online 
world.  

One example is the “Find a JP” section of the 
Justice of the Peace website. If your name is 
listed there members of the public can search for 
you online and access the information you have 
provided. 

If you have become a Justice of the Peace since 
1992, your name will also appear in the online 
publication of the New Zealand Gazette.  If you 
search for your name at https://gazette.govt.
nz/ you can find the official notification of your 
appointment. Retirements and resignations from 
the role of Justice of the Peace are also published 
there. 

You may have chosen to have an online presence 
by listing your details in the Yellow Pages. Yellow 
Pages have an online directory that allows users 
to search for Justices of the Peace listed with 
them. This website also allows members of the 
public to rate businesses out of five stars and 

to write reviews. If you are listed in the Yellow 
Pages go to yellow.co.nz/find-a-business/ and 
search for your name to see if you have any re-
views listed. 

The Yellow Pages are not the only mechanism by 
which the public may rate and review a Justice of 
the Peace. Google allows members of the pub-
lic to pin the location of businesses to its virtual 
map, rate them out of five stars and to write 
reviews about them. This includes Justices of the 
Peace. To see if you have been pinned on Google 
maps, search for your name in the Google search 
engine and select Maps. 

If you disagree with information listed about 
you online, such as on Google or on the Yellow 
Pages, these websites provide mechanisms by 
which you can recommend changes. Talk to your 
association if you do not know how to request 
an edit of your online profile. 
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KiwiBuild statutory declaration

Authorised Person Only

The tick box panel on the right 
side of the document is there 
to remind authorised persons (i 
e Justices of the Peace or other 
people authorised to take stat-
utory declarations) to sight and 
exhibit the documents referred 
to as Annexures A and B in the 
statutory declaration. 

You should not complete the 
statutory declaration if the client 
has not brought the necessary 
documents to attach as exhibits. 

It remains the responsibility of 
the client to bring those docu-
ments with them and to produce 
them for exhibiting.

The client must tick the boxes in 
the body of the statutory dec-
laration to indicate what docu-
ments they are attaching to sup-
port their declaration. These tick 
boxes are at point 3 and point 4 
of the declaration. 

Multiple versions

As there have been multiple versions of this document, a client may ask you to execute an 
older version. 

KiwiBuild are only accepting the more recent versions of this document, which refer to a 
“non-negotiable Deed of Covenant” at point 6 or point 7. 

KiwiBuild says thanks!

KiwiBuild has asked me to pass on their sincere thanks for your continued help and assis-
tance to their customers. 

The KiwiBuild statutory 
declaration has been 
revised. 
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Some of these roles are not dependent upon you 
being a Justice of the Peace. People from other 
professions may assume these roles as well. 

Many of these roles are governed by legislation 
other than the Justices of the Peace Act 1957. 
This means that the appointment and retirement 
processes for these roles are different from the 
processes for Justices of the Peace. Justices of the 
Peace are appointed for life but can resign at any 
stage or apply for “JP (Rtd)” status after 10 years’ 
service.

Judicial Justices of the Peace

This is a role performed by Justices of the Peace 
approved by the Chief District Court Judge. 

Current policy sets judicial Justice of the Peace 
retirement at 75 years to allow for succession 
planning. This aligns with legislation requiring 
judges and community magistrates to retire from 
office on reaching 70.

Visiting Justices

Justices of the Peace and barristers or solicitors 
may apply for the position of Visiting Justice. The 
process is managed by the Ministry of Justice 
and Visiting Justices are appointed by the Gover-
nor-General. Every District Court judge is also a 
Visiting Justice.

Visiting Justices are appointed for three years 

and may reapply for the role, but reappointment 
is not guaranteed. 

Issuing Officers

Any person, including Justices of the Peace, 
may apply to become an issuing officer. Issuing 
officers are authorised by the Attorney-General. 
Generally, this is a role performed by Justices 
of the Peace and court registrars. All judges are 
automatically issuing officers.

Issuing officers are appointed for three years 
only. Justice of the Peace issuing officers may 
reapply for the role but reappointment is not 
automatic.

Nominated Witnesses

Under the relevant legislation, there is no specif-
ic process to become a nominated witness, also 
known as a nominated adult. Some associations 
maintain a list of Justices of the Peace who have 
volunteered for the role. Justices of the Peace 
must be available and have the appropriate skills 
and temperament to be listed as a nominated 
witness. 

In some areas, the police rely on other communi-
ty groups, such as the Salvation Army, to provide 
nominated witness lists. 

There is no set term of appointment or process 
for retirement. 

The many roles of a JP
Justices of the Peace have the opportunity to undertake a number of roles in 
addition to their ministerial duties. Your manual outlines a few of these. 

Available?
Tired of getting phone calls at odd times of day 
from clients in need of your Justice of the Peace 
services? Frustrated with clients who assume you 
are available immediately? Rethink advertising 
yourself as “available” in your online Justice of the 
Peace profile. Clients may reasonably interpret this 
to mean you are available when they see your online profile. 

Consider writing times during which they can ring or text you to make an appointment. 

Remember, under the Code of Conduct it is your responsibility to ensure your availability is  
appropriately publicised. 
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You’re not always a JP . . .
• Answers to questions on P5

1. Witnessing a will is a general task that you can 
perform, but not as a Justice of the Peace. See 
6.3.1 of your manual. Some members of the 
public mistakenly believe that this task must be 
performed by a Justice of the Peace but section 
11 of the Wills Act 2007 does not require this. 

Note that a will must be witnessed by two peo-
ple who must, with a few exceptions, both be 
present when the will-maker signs. 

2. There are two possible tasks you may be asked 
to perform in relation to an enduring power of 
attorney.

You may be asked to witness the donor’s signa-
ture. This task cannot be performed by a Justice 
of the Peace or by the general public. This task 
involves witnessing the signature of the per-
son who is giving power over their property 
or health to another person. There are specific 
requirements regarding who may witness a 
donor’s signature for an enduring power of 
attorney. Under the Protection of Personal and 
Property Rights Act 1988 only authorised per-
sons may witness the donor’s signature, as the 
witness is responsible for providing legal advice 
regarding the effect of the contract. 

You may be asked to witness the signature of 
the person being given powers of attorney. 
There are no specific requirements regarding 
the witness of this signature. This is a general 
task that can be performed by anyone. If acting 
as a witness, do not use your Justice of the 
Peace title.

3. When applying for an adult passport for the 
first time, a client must find a witness who 
knows them and can confirm their identity. This 
witness must provide their personal details, in-
cluding passport number, and must have known 
the applicant for at least one year. Applications 
for renewing a passport follow a similar process, 
where applicants must provide an identity refer-
ee who has known them for at least a year.

Acting as a witness in these circumstances is not 
a Justice of the Peace task. If you have known 
the applicant for at least a year and are not 
related, married to or living with the applicant 
then you may act as a witness in a personal 
capacity. 

Do not use your Justice of the Peace stamp or 

title as this may lead officials to think you have 
signed as a JP and do not meet the witness 
requirements. 

As a Justice of the Peace, you may be asked to 
take a statutory declaration that is included in a 
new passport application. This is a Justice of the 
Peace task. 

4. This is not a Justice of the Peace task and, unless 
specifically granted jurisdiction, you cannot 
complete this task. 

Some JPs have undergone training and have 
been granted approval by the Attorney-General 
to act as an issuing officer for a three-year peri-
od. Justices of the Peace who are issuing officers 
can consider search warrant applications and 
sign warrants. They do so as an issuing officer 
and sign using their Ministry of Justice issuing 
officer designation, not as Justices of the Peace. 

5. Under the Criminal Investigations (Bodily 
Samples) Act 1995, if a youth’s guardian cannot 
be found with reasonable diligence, refuses to 
attend or is incapable of consenting to the tak-
ing of a bodily sample from a youth, a person 
may be chosen to act as a parent to observe the 
taking of a DNA sample from a young person. 
These people are called nominated adults or 
witnesses. 

The nominated witness is required to sign a 
form confirming that the youth has had their 
rights and the process fully explained to them 
before they have DNA taken by consent. This is 
not a Justice of the Peace task but some JPs act 
as nominated witnesses. When signing forms 
in these situations, the Justice should sign in 
their personal capacity and should not use their 
stamp or Justice of the Peace title. 

6. These certificates may also be called a proof or 
letter of existence. These are often required by 
foreign governments or organisations when the 
client is receiving a pension or regular payment 
of some kind. To ensure that the organisation 
is not distributing money after a person has 
passed away, clients may need to have a certifi-
cate completed and submitted every year. 

If the document or organisation indicates that a 
New Zealand Justice of the Peace is authorised 
to sign the document, then you may sign as a JP. 
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• From P4
appointed her its Independent Complaints Ser-
vice Manager, and she was the 2018 Wellingto-
nian of the Year. 

During a wide-ranging speech and Q+A, Ms 
Dyhrberg discussed the difficulties faced by peo-
ple who need to make complaints in organisa-
tions – that they must know who to go to, and to 
have avenues that are comfortable and indepen-
dent; and diversity and the importance of a mix 
of ethnicity and gender in public positions and 
organisations. She observed that it is vital that 
there is such diversity amongst Justices in our 
role, as an invaluable part of the justice system.

The Conference dinner was held in the White-
haven Wine Room at the ASB Theatre and 
during an excellent meal, we were entertained 
by electric violinist Lauren Doherty.

After a church service at the venue, Conference 
resumed on Sunday morning to hear presenta-
tions from National Manager Tony Pugh (Mem-
bership Demographics), Auckland association 
registrar Janet Thompson (Facebook for Associ-
ations – on the Federation website: Member Ser-
vices>91st AGM and Conference) and Immediate 
Past President Denise Hutchins (Responding to 
Complaints Effectively).

At the conclusion of the final business session, 
Federation President Rachael O’Grady welcomed 
the four new Board members (Messrs Byrne, 
Tate, Dow and Nicholls) and invited them to take 
seats at the Board table. 

Rachael and Denise gave valedictories for outgo-
ing Board members Vice-President Pat Samson 
(absent), Cathy Hurst (Southern Regional Rep-
resentative), Ric Carlyon (Auckland) and Peter 
Osborne (Northern), and the outgoing Board 
members present responded. 

A special tribute was paid to retiring Vice-Pres-
ident Pat Samson, whose dedication and com-

mitment, depth and breadth of knowledge, and 
loyalty and integrity have been sincerely appreci-
ated during his time on the Board.

In closing the Conference, Rachael extended 
thanks on behalf of all attendees for the excep-
tional hospitality provided by the Marlborough 
association, especially president Alistair Boyce, 
and Kate Bristed, the chair of the organising 
committee. 

The Federation Board for 2019-2020: back row, from 
left, Nigel Tate (Northern Region), Vice-President 
Terry Byrne, Lindsay Dow (Southern) and Garry 
Nicholls (Auckland). Front row, from left, Immediate 
Past President Denise Hutchins, President Rachael 
O’Grady and Sheridan Hickey (Central).

Federation Past Presidents at Conference with cur-
rent President Rachael O’Grady (second from left) in-
cluded, from left, Denise Hutchins (2016-2018), Gavin 
Kerr (2006-2007) and Alison Thomson (2009-2011). 
Kevin Geddes (2011-2013) also attended Conference 
2019.

 The Marlborough association Conference committee, with MC Ian 
Cameron in the foreground, Conference convenor Kate Bristed 
third from right and Marlborough association president Alistair 
Boyce at far left.
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At the Westport District Court: from left, Peter Rosel-
li, West Coast association president Tony Fortune, 
Judge Robert Murfitt, and Deborah Kirkwood. Picture: 
CHARLES BRUNING

At a special function held in the Westport District 
Court recently, Judge Robert Murfitt  swore in West-
port’s newest Justice of the Peace, Deborah Kirkwood, 
and presented its longest-serving JP, Peter Roselli, 
with his 50 year service certificate.

Deb Kirkwood 

Born and educated in the Buller district, Deb moved 
to Nelson to train as a nurse, and after a spell of nurs-
ing in New Zealand she travelled to London,  where 
she trained and qualified as an ophthalmic surgery 
nurse at Moorfields Eye Hospital. 

After travelling in Europe and Africa with her hus-
band Barry Roche, back in New Zealand Deb decided 
Westport was a great place to settle down. 

Deb says that coming from a family that believes 
in contributing to its community it wasn’t hard to 
make the decision to follow in the footsteps of her 
great-great-grandfather James Barrowman, who 
became a JP in 1890 at Cape Foulwind, uncle Charles 
Bruning, who was appointed in 1994 and became a 
judicial JP in 1995, and her mother Mary Kirkwood, 
appointed in 1997.

Deb was made a life member of the Westport Free 
Kindergarten after serving as a trustee for six years, 
during which time the decision was made to keep the 
ownership and governance of the kindergarten in the 
Buller, build a new playground and put into place the 
concept planning for a new early learning centre. She 
has also served on the executive committee of Buller 
REAP, Friends of Westport North School, and other 
sporting organisations including JAB Rugby. She 
is currently on the Board of Trustees at Buller High 
School.

Her previous employment was as a community men-
tal health nurse and registered nurse at Buller Hospi-
tal, which she says gives her a good understanding of 
all sections of the Buller community. She is currently 
employed part-time, as a tutor/supervisor for Buller 
REAP, working with youth.

Peter Roselli QSO

During his 50 years as a Justice of the Peace, Peter 
Roselli has seen many changes in the way law has 
been applied, in relationship to the jobs Justices do in 
our community.

“When I was first appointed, seeing that my place of 
work was just across the road from the police station, 
it was easy for me to be called upon as a judicial Jus-
tice. This happened two or three days a week. I used 
to go back to the office on a Saturday morning and 
it was easy for the police to call me over to deal with 
young people who had broken the law overnight. 
Most of these cases related to the antics of late Friday 

night revellers, who frequented the many hotels in 
those days.

“I dealt with a wide variety of cases. Some of these 
could have dire consequences should you make the 
wrong decision. In one particular case, after many 
offences, the same person kept breaking the law in 
connection with the misuse of firearms, and what 
makes your decisions even harder is that you know 
most of the people that appear before you. 

“On this occasion the evidence was not strong 
enough to hold him in confinement, so reluctantly 
the police had to release him. The concern of the po-
lice was that I often walked to work and home again. 
They pleaded with me to accept a lift, but I refused 
and continued walking to the office and home again 
on fine nights. However, the shocking outcome of the 
case was that he disposed of himself with the very 
rifle we were looking for.

“I was also the Buller coroner for nearly 24 years. I 
greatly enjoyed the experience - I was the only ac-
countant among a group made up mostly of lawyers. 
In cases where the Greymouth coroner had a conflict 
of interest in regard to hospitals, West Coast harbours 
and mining, I handled all those ones as well, right 
throughout the Grey district and Westland.

“I always wanted to be a lawyer, but at the time my 
school did not teach Latin, and so I did accounting as 
a second choice, Peter said.

Peter has achieved a number of distinctions: 

• Companion of the Queen’s Service Order for public 
services

• Fellow of Chartered Accountants Australia and New 
Zealand

• Distinguished Fellow of the Institute of Directors

• Member for over 60 years of the Chartered Institute 
of Secretaries, now known as Governance NZ

• Paul Harris Fellow of Rotary International

• Recipient of the West Coast Police Medal

He has now applied to be JP (Retired).

By CHARLES BRUNING
Westport honours new blood and long service
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Andrew  
Kibblewhite 
(right) has taken 
up the role of 
Chief Executive 
and Secretary 
for Justice at the 
Ministry  
of Justice.

Mr Kibblewhite started work 
on February 1, replacing 
Andrew Bridgman, who will 
become Secretary of Defence 
later this year.  Mr Kibble-
white was previously Chief 
Executive of the Department 
of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet (DPMC)  for seven 
years. 

Mr Kibblewhite graduated 
BSc (Hons) from the Univer-
sity of Canterbury, BCA from 
Victoria University of Welling-
ton, and MBA from Stanford 
University in California.

He began his career at the 
Treasury and other senior 
positions he has held include 
Deputy Chief Executive at 
Treasury, Director of the 
Policy Advisory Group at 
DPMC, and General Manager 
Strategic Development at the 
Ministry of Research, Science 
and Technology. 

Former Federation Vice-President Pat Samson 
(right), who passed away on April 11, will be re-
membered for his long service as a Justice of the 
Peace, as a member of the Auckland association 
council and as the Auckland Regional Represent-
ative on the Federation Board, before becoming 
Vice-President 2018-2019.

Pat made significant contributions in other positions 
of particular significance in Auckland, and will be re-
membered for his contributions as convenor of the 
Takapuna Support Group and for establishing the 
Milford Centre service desk, which has continued to 
go from strength to strength.

On the Board, Pat brought dedication and com-
mitment to each of the governance roles which he held, especially with his 
oversight of the finance portfolio. During his 2013-2014 term, he under-
took a lot of the early leg work on behalf of the Federation to establish the 
trial of Justices of the Peace as marriage registrars for the Department of 
Internal Affairs in West Auckland, and more recently, ensuring that that 
project continued successfully. Pat was also heavily involved in promoting 
the Justice of the Peace Education Trust, and the building of funds held by 
the Trust in order that the Federation can carry out special projects within 
the objects of the Trust. 

At association, regional and national levels, Pat will be remembered as a 
person of great decency and integrity. He was one of life’s true gentlemen 
- a person who has been dependable, supporting, encouraging and honest.  
He never once flinched in the face of a difficult decision. 

To Sylvia and family, who so willingly supported Pat in his years as a Justice 
of the Peace, we send our loving thoughts and condolences.

Pat distinguished himself as a judicious steward of our organisation. 

May he rest in peace.

By RACHAEL O’GRADY
One of life’s true gentlemen
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By SARAH GILLARD 

Go to www.justiceofthepeace.org.nz

Click the yellow JP LOG IN box in the upper right corner of the website.

Your username is your surname followed 

by your JP number 

 (all lower case, no spaces), e g smith1234

Log in

How to check your Accreditation is current
1

Enter your username and password2

Click on Go to Accreditation and scroll to the 
bottom of the page. It will tell you until when 
your Accreditation is valid. There are two parts to 
complete – the test and training. You must do the 
test AND enter your latest training date by click-
ing on the calendar, adding the name or place of 
training, checking the small box underneath and 
pressing Submit.  

Accreditation is valid for two years from the earli-
er of the two dates.

Go to Accreditation3
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CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF A DOCUMENT 
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#8     Size: (70mm x 35mm) Price: $60.00

#9     Size: (70mm x 35mm) Price: $60.00

Prestige Print (1965) Limited
PO Box 9256, Wellington
Telephone 04 802 5471

How to Order
For the fastest and easiest method order online: 

www.prestigeprint.co.nz/jpstamps
OR Email your order and enquiries to: 
merv@prestigeprint.co.nz

OR Post with a cheque to address above.

Shipping flat rate: $8.00

JP RUBBER STAMPS

Note: Fields below will be used for stamps
#3/#4/#7/#8/#9

First Name:

Last Name:

JP Number:

City:

Delivery Address

My Order: Stamp Total:

Add - Shipping :                             

Total Owing

Internet Bank Payment to: 

Westpac 03 0558 0020633 00

$8.00

EXHIBIT NOTE

This is the annexure marked referred to within the

this

Signature
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Anglem, Miriana Rose, Timaru
Astill, Barbara Kay, Auckland
Barr, Sallie Anne, Hawera
Bates, Shaun Steven, Napier
Beagley, Vicki Margaret, Palmerston North
Boyce, Thomas Edwin, Prebbleton
Cheung, Vincent Chun Hung, Auckland
Collins, Eva Elizabeth, Auckland
Cowden, John Brian, Upper Hutt
Crawford, Annabel Margaret, Balclutha
Denton, John Anthony, Levin
Downey, Wade Philip, Auckland
Fonotia, Rachel, Christchurch
Grant, Sharon Margaret, Lower Hutt
Greig, Murray Paul, Auckland
Jebson, Melissa Genevieve Compton, Darfield
Kaur, Parminder, Christchurch
Lockwood, Simon Gerard, Cambridge
Martin, Glenda Mary, Christchurch
Martin, Paul Flynn, Ohoka
McAllum, Mary-Anne, Stratford
Meyer, Angela Margaret, Auckland
Mitchell, Suzanne Nicola, Christchurch
Pakau, Tamara Christine, Hawera
Palmer, Shellyn Theresa, Kaiapoi
Peacock, Anthony Paul, Murchison
Robinson, Nigel John, Opunake
Sayer, Shaun Mark, Foxton
Sefilino, Matina Feleia, Marton
Sharma, Payal, Auckland
Simpson, Mary Geraldine, Porirua
Upton, Lindsay Florence, Auckland
Van Lent, Fiona Janet, Tirau

Dated at Wellington this 18th day of December 2018
Hon Aupito William Sio 
Associate Minister of Justice

Allen, Greg Joel, Rotorua
Bakshi, Imtiyaz, Palmerston North
Bennett, Andre Jean, Ashburton
Bockman, Trina Anne Marie, Murupara
Brunton, Denise Clara, Palmerston North
Butt, Zulfiqar Haider, Palmerston North
Castelow, Helen Fairles, Christchurch
Cox, Murray Paul, Palmerston North
Douglas, Kelvin John, Balclutha
Dowle, Frank Pirrit, Selwyn
Ell, Roderick Ian, Hanmer Springs
Elms, David Timothy, Waikuku Beach
Evans, Richard Allan, Rotorua
Faulls, Christopher James, Linkwater
Forscutt, Viki Lorraine, Christchurch
Kumar, Rozeendra Ronish, Auckland
Ludford, Caroline Jane, Paraparaumu
Madry, Tarisayi Mercy, Christchurch
Malcolm, Andrew Douglas, Paraparaumu
Naik, Umesh, Whakatane
Nicholas, Mark, Patea
Peterson, Richard Michael, Blenheim
Prasad, Amit, Auckland
Shea, Elizabeth Mary, Timaru
Shier, Geoffrey David, Amberley
Singh, Hirendra Nand, Auckland
Skipper, John Leslie, Rangiora
Sowden, Kenneth Raymond, Christchurch
Waldman, Rosina Jane, Lower Hutt
Walker, Stephen John, Auckland
Woolston, Jason Bruce, Auckland
Worboys, Helen Joyce, Palmerston North
Young, Diana, Porirua

Dated at Wellington this 6th day of March 2019
Hon Aupito William Sio
Associate Minister of Justice
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