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Tēnā koutou katoa: Greetings to you all

Another year has arrived and the quieter days 
over Christmas will soon be a distant memory. 
For many of us the end of the year is a time for 
reflection, and my first such thought is “where 
did 2018 go?” It is a cliché to say that “time flies” 
but that’s certainly the way it seems. Maybe a 
more constructive way to look at the passage of 
time is to take stock, reflecting on what has been 
achieved and setting goals for the coming year. 

The period between the October and January 
issues of the Quarterly has been largely dedicat-
ed to attending meetings and preparation for 
the 2019 Conference and AGM - a time to ponder 
and plan for the future.

In the Federation calendar association AGMs 
stretched from August 25 to November 13. Thank you to all 
associations for the hospitality extended to Board members 
and for the opportunity to interact with Justices at AGMs. 
Getting an insight into the functioning of the associations, 
sharing views, ideas and suggestions has the potential to 
be of benefit both locally and nationally. Associations are to 
be commended on the professional manner in which AGMs 
have been conducted and the preparation of reports which 
ensure members are well-informed of association activities 
and financial positions.

One of the messages I conveyed at the AGMs I attended is 
that we play an important role in the Justice system. We are a 
key cog in a very large wheel. Celebrate that, but remember 
that along with it comes the responsibility to maintain and 
grow competence. Our commitment to service must be cen-
tral to everything we do. Service delivery is not just complet-
ing a Justice of the Peace duty, it is an attitude. It is expressed 
in every interaction – performing our role well every time, 
demonstrating our values and ensuring that we administer 
the law justly without fear, favour or ill will in accordance 
with our judicial oath. 

Each AGM is unique and I commend associations who use 
various initiatives to invite strong attendances and for 
making their AGMs of interest to members. Throughout the 
organisation there are committed and passionate individuals 
doing great work on behalf of all Justices, but the number 
of actively involved members varies across the country, with 
disappointing turnouts at some AGMs. The strength of our 
organisation is its membership. It is extremely important that 
we retain and grow strong local association networks that 
are representative of our large and diverse membership.

Conferences and AGMs provide excellent opportunities for 
the membership as a whole to have a say in the future of 
our organisation. To the forefront of our thinking now is the 
91st Federation Conference and AGM to be held in Blenheim 
at the beginning of March. The Marlborough association 
organising committee is carrying out all the groundwork 
organising the Conference and now the ball is very much in 
our court to make this a successful event.

I am pleased to note here that the Annual Report to Con-
ference 2019 will detail the achievements and significant 
progress against the projects on the annual work plan. At the 
Federation AGM, members will also have the opportunity to 
debate and vote on the six remits submitted by associations 
(those remits appear elsewhere in this issue). 

This year, life was given to the expression “democracy is alive 
and well”, with associations being proactive in determin-
ing the structure of the Board, resulting in elections in all 

regions. The AGM will confirm the election of 
the new Board members. I take this opportunity 
to express a sincere, heartfelt debt of gratitude 
to our departing Board members. Thank you for 
your time, commitment and expertise in the ser-
vice of our membership. It has been a privilege 
to work with such remarkable colleagues.

As a member of the Australasian Council of 
Justices’ Associations (ACJA) the Federation had 
the opportunity to participate at both the ACJA’s 
annual meeting in Tweed Heads over Labour 
weekend, and two weeks later at the Queens-
land Justices Association (QJA) centennial con-
ference. On both occasions it was an honour to 
represent the Federation and to be involved as a 
guest presenter at each event.

Whilst New Zealand is very fortunate in not hav-
ing to contend with the fragmented, state-focused Austral-
ian system for Justices, the Federation’s continued involve-
ment with the ACJA brings the benefits of understanding the 
issues that Australia faces, and the collaborative relationships 
that are established. As an association with kindred organi-
sations the ACJA is continuing to make positive progress in 
advancing new initiatives in meeting its vision of improving 
the conditions of Justices and seeking high standards of ap-
pointment and training throughout all jurisdictions, as well 
as seeking to provide improved services to the community 
generally. 

For the QJA 2018 was the 100th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the association. To celebrate this significant mile-
stone the QJA planned a diverse range of events culminat-
ing with an extra-special conference held at the Brisbane 
Convention and Exhibition Centre on November 3. The 
conference theme was “Justice across the Generations” with 
the programme of plenary and breakout sessions moving 
from the past to the present and concluding with the future. 
Justices from throughout Queensland as well as significant 
state officials attended. I had the great pleasure of being a 
guest presenter during one of the breakout sessions where 
delegates were eager to hear about our Accreditation and 
Emerging Leaders programmes. Both of these programmes 
were considered in the context of the national structure of 
our organisation. The QJA is looking to introduce both pro-
grammes as trials this year.

Member associations of the Federation have regularly asked, 
often through remits, that the Board engage with govern-
ment ministries, departments and other external bodies to 
ensure that the viewpoint of Justices of the Peace is consid-
ered. To that end, during November National Manager Tony 
Pugh and I met with the Safe and Effective Justice Advisory 
Group to canvass ideas about the criminal justice system.

Also in November the 2018 Judicial Studies Course con-
cluded with the two-day practicum. Congratulations to all 
Justices who have completed the course to the satisfaction of 
the Chief District Court Judge.

As we enter the new year, I would like to acknowledge the 
ongoing commitment and dedication of our Board, staff, 
association councils and all Justices. Thank you for your con-
tinuing contributions, support and accomplishments.

Ngā mihi o te tau hou ki a koutou katoa: Wishing you all a 
very Happy New Year.

Rachael O’Grady

JPs a key cog in the wheel

Federation President 
Rachael O’Grady
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Did you know Bupa 
is one of NZ’s largest 
aged care providers?

We have 33 Retirement 
Villages nationally, with 
more to come. Call 
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Managers to book a 
viewing today.

Call 0800 60 80 99 
to find out more about 

retirement living at Bupa

bupa.co.nz/retirement-villages
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Associate Minister of Justice Aupito 
William Sio has welcomed the sign-
ing of a new contract between the 
Ministry of Justice and the Federa-
tion.
The contract was signed by the 
Ministry of Justice and Federation 
President Rachael O’Grady, on Oc-
tober 31 2018.
“The three-year $1.347 million con-
tract brings a funding increase of 
more than 10 per cent, and will en-
able the Federation to expand and 
enhance education and training 
services for JPs, including updating 
its website,” the Minister said.
“This contract is an acknowledge-
ment that our Government values 
the significant public service role 
that JPs provide in a range of differ-
ent areas.

“By witnessing and certifying docu-
ments and taking statutory decla-
rations on a voluntary basis, they 
provide easy access to invaluable 
legal services free of charge at the 
community level, often from com-
munity clinics run at libraries, court-
houses and other public places.
“Judicial JPs also preside over cases 
involving low-level criminal offend-
ing in the District Court and provide 
significant assistance by attending 
and presiding over Saturday morn-
ing arrest courts.
“I look forward to continue work-
ing with the Federation and meet-
ing with many of the JPs who 
generously give up their time to 
provide essential voluntary services 
across New Zealand,” he said.
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Conference 2019
If you haven’t done so already, please register for the 
Federation AGM and Conference 2019 in Blenheim 
(details on the members only pages of the website) as 
soon as possible.

Board nominations
The following nominations for the Board were re-
ceived:

President:    Rachael O’Grady 

Vice-President:    Terence Byrne

Northern Regional Representative:  
          Nigel Tate, Marea Goodin-McKay

Auckland Regional Representative:  
   Garry Nicholls, Wallis Walker

Central Regional Representative:  
      Laurence Gabites, Sheridan Hickey

Southern Regional Representative:  
   Graeme Barber, Lindsay Dow

The successful regional candidates are:

Northern Region:  Nigel Tate

Auckland Region:  Garry Nicholls

Central Region:   Sheridan Hickey

Southern Region:  Lindsay Dow

The election (confirmation) for President and 
Vice-President will take place at the AGM as provided 
for under Rules 6 and 17 (b) of the Constitution.

Notices of motion and remits 
Full details including rationale have been circulated to 
associations via circular and will appear in the Confer-
ence papers.

Notice of motion (Rule F12)

The Board will submit the following notice of motion:

Change to allow electronic voting

The proposed change would be to the 2nd and 3rd 
bullet points of clause E3 (b) (iii) of the Constitution 
which currently state:

• The Association shall cast its vote in accordance 
with the instructions on the voting paper. 

• The completed voting paper shall be returned to 
the National Manager, to be received no later than 
1st December following. 

The wording of the proposed changes (which allows 
for electronic voting not being available) is as follows:

• The Association shall cast its vote in accordance 
with the instructions provided.  

• The Association may cast its vote by electronic 
means. The procedures in relation to such electron-
ic voting shall be those determined by the Board 
from time to time in accordance with any other 
provision in the Rules and with any applicable law.

• Voting shall be completed no later than 12 noon 
1st December following.

Remits (Rule F11)

Remit one:

That the RFNZJA Board obtain funding from Ministry 
of Justice to provide newly appointed Justices of the 
Peace with a named stamp for certifying copies. 

Proposer: Auckland Justices of the Peace Association 

Remit two:

That the RFNZJA Board explore the possibility of in-
troducing Justice Education Programmes in secondary 
schools and report on this to AGM 2020. 

Proposer: Auckland Justices of the Peace Association 

Remit three:

That the RFNZJA Board approach MOJ and request a 
review of the timeframes involved in appointing Jus-
tices with a view to reducing the current timeframe 
being experienced by associations.

Proposer: Auckland Justices of the Peace Association 

Remit four:

That the RFNZJA Board engage with the Ministry of 
Justice to develop guidelines around the implemen-
tation of section 5(1)of the Justices of the Peace Act 
1957 which provides for the removal or suspension 
from office if the Justice (b)(ii) “has neglected or re-
fused to perform his or her duties as a Justice . . .”.

Proposer: Auckland Justices of the Peace Association 

FROM THE  
NATIONAL MANAGER

TONY PUGH reports from the Federation office 
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As part of ongoing efforts to distinguish the Edu-
cation Trust from the  Federation the trustees are 
proud to announce the launch of a new Education 
Trust logo.

The new logo brings to the forefront the emphasis 
on the primary objective of the Trust: Education.

The trustees would like to thank Northern Regional 
Representative Peter Osborne for overseeing this 
project.

Remember,  all donations to the Education Trust 
qualify for donation rebates. The Trust’s Charities 

registration number is CC 33701.

Donations may be paid to the Trust’s TSB account: 
Justices of the Peace Education Trust  

15-3971-0106418-00

Remit five:

That the RFNZJA Board consider developing online 
training to facilitate ongoing competency and accred-
itation alongside the existing face-to-face education 
and training offered by associations.

Proposer: Far North Justices of the Peace Association

Remit six:

That the RFNZJA Board explore the provision of a pro-
gramme that allows individual Justices of the Peace 
to maintain their record of ministerial activities in a 
secure, efficient and retrievable format on the Federa-
tion website. 

Proposer: Marlborough Justices of the Peace Associa-
tion

Financial recommendations
The Board will move the following:

(i) Capitation Fee

That for the financial year commencing on July 1 
2019 the Capitation Fee payable by affiliated associ-

ations pursuant to Rule 3(a) of the Constitution and 
Rules be set at $15 (exclusive of GST) per head, based 
on membership as at August 31 2019 and payable in 
one instalment by February 1 2020. (Currently $15). 
[Note that the Federation financial year-end has 
been changed to June 30. The Capitation Fee for the 
current financial period (November 1 2018 to June 30 
2019) has been pro-rated accordingly.]

(ii) NZ Justices’ Quarterly

That the price of the NZ Justices’ Quarterly remain at 
nil to members.

(iii) Communication Grant 

That for the financial year commencing on Novem-
ber 1 2018 the Communication Grant payable to 
affiliated associations is budgeted at $3 (exclusive of 
GST) per head, based on membership as at August 31 
2018. [As the Federation financial year-end is chang-
ing to 30 June 2019 (see above), the payment will be 
pro-rated for the transitional eight-month reporting 
period.]

New logo for JPET
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On the rare occasion that a client asks for your 
assistance with a power of attorney, it can be 
difficult to ascertain exactly what you can and 
cannot do. 

There is more than one type of power of attorney

General, or ordinary, powers of attorney are 
a short-term solution where you seek to give 
another person power to make decisions on your 
behalf. You may want to allow someone to make 
a business transaction in your stead or, if you are 
going overseas, to enable someone to adminis-
ter your affairs until you return. The powers be-
stowed can be limited and specific, or wide and 
sweeping. However, a general power of attorney 
ceases if the person who gave the power loses 
mental capacity or dies. 

Enduring powers of attorney (EPA) are discussed 
at 6.3.2 of your manual. An enduring power of 
attorney gives another person power to act on 
your behalf and make decisions for you (the do-
nor) if you are incapacitated. EPAs can relate to 
your property or your personal care and welfare. 

Who can be an attorney?

An attorney does not have to be a lawyer but 
must be trusted by you to make the right deci-
sions for you. Often a donor (person wanting to 
give another power of attorney over them) will 
choose a family member or close friend to act as 
their attorney. 

What can a Justice of the Peace do?

The process for signing and witnessing an EPA is 
set out by legislation. A donor must have their 
signature witnessed by someone from a speci-
fied role – a lawyer, a qualified legal executive 
or an authorised officer of a trustee corporation 
who is independent of the attorney. This is to en-
sure the donor has received legal advice before 
giving another person rights and power to make 
decisions on their behalf. 

The signature of the attorney appointed under 
an EPA must also be witnessed. Anyone, except 
the donor or the donor’s witness, may witness 
the attorney’s signature. This includes a Justice 
of the Peace. 

EDUCATION – January 2019

From the Professional  
Development Advisor

Shinae Skelton

Powers of attorney
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A Justice should treat this as any other witness-
ing task. As witnessing an EPA is not a ministerial 
duty, you should use your name only and should 
not use the letters JP or your stamp. 

The process for general powers of attorney are 
not subject to the same rules. A donor must have 
their signature witnessed but not by any specific 
person. A Justice of the Peace may witness the 
donor’s signature in this instance. Once again, 
you would not do so as a Justice of the Peace. 
However, it may be appropriate to recommend 
a client seek legal advice prior to signing the 
document. Donors are enabling someone else to 
act on their behalf and are bestowing significant 
power. 

If you would like to give feedback or 
comment on any of the articles in the 
education section, please contact us via 
email at trainer@jpfed.org.nz. Please 
consider carefully whether a phone call 
is necessary as we may be busy - but we 
do answer all emails as time permits. 

The 18+ card is to be replaced with the Kiwi 
Access card from 2019. The card is expected to 
include enhanced security features including 
embossing, micro-text and braille.

There have been no changes to the process of 
obtaining a card. Current and previous versions 
of the 18+ card remain valid for 10 years from 
the date of issue.

When witnessing a document, look for 
phrases asking you to confirm that you 
have explained the effect of the document 
to the client. 

When a witness is expected to explain the 
ramifications of executing a document, it 
is usually an indication that the document 
must be executed by a lawyer or certified 
professional. Explaining the effect of a doc-
ument constitutes legal advice that Justices 
of the Peace are not qualified to provide. 

EDUCATION – January 2019

Feedback on  
these pages

A full explanation

Kiwi Access card

Are you available?
Tired of getting phone calls at odd times of day 
from clients in need of your Justice of the Peace 
services? Frustrated with clients who assume you 
are available immediately? 

Reconsider advertising yourself as “available” in 
your online Justice of the Peace profile. Clients 
may reasonably interpret this to mean you are 
immediately available when they see your online 
profile. 

Consider giving times during which they can ring 
or text you to make an appointment. 

Remember, under the Code of Conduct it is your 

responsibility to ensure your availability is appro-
priately publicised. 

Updating your availability details on the website 
is easy. After logging in, select the image below. 

mailto:trainer@jpfed.org.nz
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Read the document

This is a simple step that can be overlooked. 
Many documents contain or are accompanied 
by instructions. If a form is unfamiliar to you, you 
may need to read it or the information section. 
If you have insufficient time to do so, you should 
consider arranging a meeting with the client at a 
later time. 

Ask the client

The client may have a reason to believe you have 
jurisdiction to act or may have further informa-
tion regarding what is required. 

Find instructions online 

Many organisations provide online explanations 
of how to fill out their forms. Ask the client to 
find these instructions or look for them yourself. 

Go to the source

If the organisation’s website does not provide 
guidance, ask the client to ring or visit the organ-
isation for further information. 

Contact another Justice of the Peace

You may belong to a support group or have the 
contact details of other Justices of the Peace. An-
other Justice may have dealt with the same issue 
you are facing, or could give you advice on how 

to approach the problem. 

Contact your local trainer/educator

Your association has appointed educators. They 
may be able to provide guidance on how to 
address your issue or may be aware of someone 
who has had a similar issue. 

If they encounter a problem of which they are 
uncertain and cannot find the answer, they can 
contact the Professional Development Advisor. 

Refer to another authority

Sometimes the question you must answer is 
whether you are authorised to sign or witness 
the document at hand. It may be best for you 
to refer the client to a lawyer or notary public if 
you are in doubt. This option is pertinent if the 
document is important to the client. 

Manage expectations 

If you are uncertain about your authority to sign 
a document or the correct way to do so, make 
this clear. A client may not mind there being a 
possibility that the document has been execut-
ed invalidly, so long as this is explained to them. 
Many clients will accept the risk and ask you to 
assist them. Other clients may decide to contact 
a lawyer or make further inquiries. 

If you are unsure how to execute a document there are several options avail-
able to you. You may be able to find a solution while the client waits with 
you. Otherwise, you may need to arrange a later time to meet your client.

When  
in doubt
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Clients must use the Ministry of Justice application pack which is available online or from their local 
court. These application packs are 36 pages long and contain instructions and numerous documents 
to be completed. 

EDUCATION – January 2019

Application for dissolution  
of marriage or civil union

1 The applicant(s) must have the correct application pack

The application pack for a dissolution of marriage or civil union is large, complicated and 
easy to get wrong. Become familiar with these packs and what is required of you. You can 
find these documents online via the Ministry of Justice website or by searching for “Appli-
cation for Dissolution NZ”.

Quiz: Dissolutions
Applications for dissolution of marriage or civil union are 
complicated documents. Ensure you know what you are 
doing before attempting to execute the document.
True or false?

• Answers on P12

1. If the applicant was married outside New Zea-
land, they cannot apply for a divorce in New 
Zealand. 

2. If a marriage or civil union certificate is attached 
to the affidavit within the application, it should 
have an exhibit note on it.

3. If making a joint application for dissolution, 
both parties (the ex-partners) must visit the 
same authorised person (such as a Justice of the 
Peace) to complete the application.  

4. A separation order or separation agreement 
must be attached to the affidavit accompanying 
the application. 

5. Every page of the application document must 
be initialled. 

6. It does not matter what colour paper or ink is 
used to print the application.

7. It is good practice to explain the requirements 
and effects of a dissolution application to the 
client. 

A client makes a One Party application 
when they are the only party seeking a dis-
solution. Once the application is filed with 
the court, the applicant will serve these 
documents to the other party. 

The client must use the application enti-
tled “One Party”.

APPLICATION FOR ORDER DISSOLVING 
A MARRIAGE OR CIVIL UNION
Dissolution (divorce) application

ONE PARTY JOINT
APPLICATION FOR ORDER DISSOLVING  
A MARRIAGE OR CIVIL UNION
Dissolution (divorce) application

Parties apply jointly when both parties are seeking a dissolu-
tion. Both parties will fill out the same joint application doc-
ument. This does not mean that both parties must approach 
you to execute the document.

Each party can complete their part of the application on 
their own, at different times, before different Justices of the 
Peace or other authorised persons if that is their preference. 

If both parties intend to apply for a dissolution, they must 
use the application entitled “Joint”.
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2 Applicants must have the correct exhibit documents

EXHIBIT A: Certificate of Marriage or Civil Union

• The certificate must be attached as Exhibit A to the affidavit contained 
in the application pack.

• Ensure the document says “Marriage Certificate” and not “Copy of Par-
ticulars of Marriage”

• If the document is not a marriage certificate, the applicant will need to 
apply for one from the Department of Internal Affairs.

• If the certificate is in a foreign language this will need to be officially 
translated. It is prudent to write an exhibit note on both the certificate 
and the translation. 

EXHIBIT B: A separation agreement or order, if one exists

• This will be attached as Exhibit B to the affidavit contained in the appli-
cation pack

• It is not necessary for parties to have a separation order or agreement 
to make an application.

Inside the application pack
INFORMATION ABOUT APPLYING FOR A DISSOLUTION ORDER

Both the Joint and the One-Party packs begin with an information section. This is information that the 
applicant needs to read. You are not expected to advise the client on this information. If you believe that 
the client has misunderstood the dissolution process, you may suggest the applicant reads this section or 
seeks advice. 

If you are unfamiliar with the application process and requirements, read this section.

This section, contained in both application packs, states what forms must be completed and how to com-
plete them. 

Each application pack contains three forms to be completed:

COMPLETING THE FORMS

An application form (called FP 13)
An affidavit to accompany application (called FP 
14)

A G7 form (on yellow paper)

JOINT
An application form (called FP 11)
An affidavit to accompany application (called FP 
12)

A G7 form (on yellow paper)

ONE PARTY

CHECKLIST
A checklist is provided for the applicant(s) to ensure that they have included all necessary documents, 
have completed each form and, in the case of a One Party application, have made sufficient copies of 
documents for service. 
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A Justice of the Peace is not required to com-
plete the application form (called FP 11 or FP 
13) or the G7 form. It is the responsibility of the 
applicant(s) to complete these forms. 

To assist your client, you may check that this 
form has been completed. The “Completing the 
Forms” section of the application pack acts as a 
guide to filling out these forms. 

The application pack contains an affidavit enti-
tled FP 12 in the One Party pack or FP 14 in the 
Joint pack. 

It is the responsibility of the Justice of the Peace 
to execute this document correctly. 

Step 1:  Complete the jurat

Complete the first section of the affidavit in the 
usual way. 

• Check the parties’ names, addresses and 
occupations are written. 

• For the One Party application, only the client 
will be referred to as the applicant. The oth-
er party is referred to as the deponent. 

• Cross out “sworn” or “affirmed” where ap-
propriate (or do this after you have taken 
the oath/affirmation). 

Step 2:  Check that the body of the affidavit 
has been completed by the applicant(s)

The body of the affidavit is arranged in a series 
of numbered points. Some points present an 
option to be selected by the applicants or a field 
to be written in. Other points require no action. 

To ensure the smooth filing of the application, it 
is advisable that the Justice checks that the body 
of the affidavit has been filled.

Ensure the following sections have been filled 
out, and options selected/crossed out:

Point 2: applicant(s) have indicated whether one 
or both parties are domiciled in New Zealand. 
“Domiciled” is defined in the information section 
at the beginning of the application document. If 
clients are unsure whether  they are domiciled, it 

is not your role to advise them.

Point 3: details of the marriage or civil union 
have been written. 

Point 7: the date the parties ceased living togeth-
er has been written. 

Point 8: the applicant(s) have indicated whether 
they have a separation order, written separation 
agreement, oral agreement or no agreement. 

Points 10 and 11: these sections must be writ-
ten in if there are children of the marriage/civil 
union.  

Step 3:  Exhibits

Exhibit A

• Under point 4 of the affidavit, the certificate 
of marriage or civil union must be attached to 
the affidavit as Exhibit A.

• It is prudent to mark an official translation of a 
foreign certificate as Exhibit A also. 

• Ensure the document is certified if using a 
copy. 

Exhibit B

• At point 8, the applicants may indicate that 
they have a separation order or agreement. 
Ensure the correct box is selected. 

• Attach the order or agreement as Exhibit B. 

• Remember to certify if using a copy. 

Step 4:  Take the oath/affirmation

 When the application is Joint, parties do not 
need to choose the same method of swearing or 
affirming. 

Step 5:  Complete the attestation

4 Applicants must complete the application form and the G7 form

5 Take the affidavit

3 Documents must be certified

If using copies of documents for Exhibit A and Exhibit B, ensure these copies are certified. 
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For a One Party application

• The applicant must sign the doc-
ument before you in the space 
provided for the deponent. 

• Cross out “sworn” or “affirmed” 
as appropriate and do so at the 
beginning of the affidavit. 

• Write the place and date.

• Cross out the registrar and solic-
itor roles and sign in the space 
provided for you. 

• Both the Justice and the appli-
cant must initial each page of 
the affidavit except the attesta-
tion page.

ONE PARTY

The attestation in the affidavit to 
accompany a Joint application differs 
from the attestation found in the One 
Party application. The section you 
must fill out will depend upon wheth-
er both parties are present or whether 
the party is the first or second appli-
cant to swear/affirm. 

Colour has been added to the attesta-
tion as a guide. 

Both applicants are present - use the 
blue section of the attestation.

• The applicants must sign using the 
two spaces provided for deponents 
in the blue section. 

• Cross out “sworn” or “affirmed” as 
appropriate and do so at the begin-
ning of the affidavit. 

• Write the place and date. 

• The Justice must sign in the place 
provided for the authorised person 
in the blue section, crossing out the 
registrar and solicitor roles. 

• The Justice and the applicants must initial each page of the affidavit except the attestation page. 

JOINT
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Quiz answers
1 False. This is not a requirement. However, at 

least one of the parties to the application 
must be domiciled in New Zealand. Accord-
ing to the application pack, a party is con-
sidered domiciled if they were born in New 
Zealand and have not made a home in an-
other country with the intention of living in 
that country indefinitely; or if the party was 
born overseas but has made a home in New 
Zealand with the intention of living here 
indefinitely. Further information is available 
in the application pack. If a party is unsure 
whether they qualify, they should read this 
information, consult a lawyer or their local 
Family Court.

2 True. A marriage or civil union certificate 
must be attached to the affidavit which 
accompanies the application and the cer-
tificate must be noted as Exhibit A. These 
instructions can be found in the application 
pack. If the client wishes to use a marriage 
certificate written in a foreign language 
they will need to have the document trans-
lated. Registry staff have advised that the 
translation should also have an Exhibit A 
note.

3 False. Parties may visit the same Justice or 

make their oaths or affirmations before dif-
ferent authorised persons. Parties may live in 
different cities or countries so a requirement 
for them both to visit the same authorised 
person would be impractical. 

4 False. A separation order or agreement is 
not required to make an application. But, if 
one exists, this should be attached as Exhibit 
B. 

5 False. Only the pages of the affidavit should 
be initialled. The final page containing the 
signatures of the parties and the Justice 
(the attestation page) does not need to be 
initialled. 

6 False. The application pack requires the G7 
form to be printed on yellow paper. 

7 False. You must be careful that you do not 
give your client legal or relationship advice. 
You may explain the application in terms of 
your ministerial duties and the administra-
tive process - for instance, explaining how 
you will take the affidavit. If the client is 
unsure whether they are eligible to apply for 
dissolution or whether they should apply for 
a dissolution, the client should be encour-
aged to seek guidance from professionals.

First party to swear/affirm: use the blue section of 
the attestation. 

• The applicant must sign in one of the spaces 
provided for deponents in the blue section. 

• Cross out the other deponent signature line in 
the blue section. 

• Write the place and date. 

• Cross out “severally”.

• Cross out “sworn” or “affirmed” as appropriate. 

• The Justice must sign in the blue section, cross-
ing out the registrar and solicitor roles. 

• Justice and applicant must initial each page of 
the affidavit except the attestation page.

Second party to swear/affirm: use the orange 
section of the attestation.

• The applicant must sign in the space provided 
for deponents in the orange section.  

• Cross out “sworn” or “affirmed” as appropriate 
and do so at the beginning of the affidavit. 

• Write the place and date. 

• The Justice must sign in the orange section, 
crossing out the registrar and solicitor roles. 

• The Justice and the applicant must initial each 
page of the affidavit except the attestation 
page.

• From P8
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Wouldn’t it be fantastic if all your important 
medical information was available from 
your smartphone’s lock screen?

Well, you’re in luck.

The iPhone’s free ‘Health’ app stores important 
information, such as medical history, allergies, 
medical conditions, blood type, donor status 
and emergency contact details. With Medical ID 
turned on all of this can be accessed even if your 
phone is locked, saving valuable seconds and 
potential issues for whoever is assisting you, be it 
hospital staff, paramedics or a good Samaritan.

Other helpful features of the app include storing 
your weight, height and current medications, 
which will be handy for an ambulance officer to 
know prior to administering emergency medica-
tion you may need.

To access the information on your phone’s lock 
screen, after you’ve turned this function on, press 
the “Emergency” icon on the bottom left of the 
screen and hit Medical ID (also on the bottom 
left).

You can include as much or as little medical 
information as you like through the Health app 
on your iPhone. Once you’ve found the app, tap 
on the Medical ID icon on the bottom right of the 
screen to add your details.

For Android users, Google Play has an app named 
Medical ID which will perform similar functions for 
your peace of mind. Just check your “Lock screen” 
settings in the app to choose your preferred 
access method: icon, widget or notification bar.  – 
nib.co.nz

App for an emergency
It’s a common fear, especially for those with medical conditions or those who live 
alone: “If I’m unconscious or otherwise unable to speak, how can I let the emergency 
team know my medical information?”

Compiled by SARAH GILLARD 

Here’s how to recover it.

1. Click on “Forgot password?” on the Google 
login page.

2. Enter the last password that you remember. 
If you don’t remember than click on the “Try 
another way” option.

3. Google will then ask if it can send a verifica-
tion notification on your smartphone that is 
associated with the account.

4. If you don’t have your phone number near 
you, Google will try sending you a verification 
code on the alternate email ID. In case you 
don’t have an alternate email ID, click on “Try 
another way” once again.

5. Google will ask you for any email ID (that is 
accessible by you) where it can contact you. 
Once shared, a verification code will be sent 
to that email ID.

6. Once received, fill the code in Google’s dia-
logue box.

7. With that done, you will be able to access 
your Gmail or Google account.

It’s recommended that you change the pass-
word once you log in and store it somewhere 
safe that is easily accessible. You can also use 
third-party apps like LastPass ( www.lastpass.
com) to save all your passwords securely. You 
can also click/tap on “Save password” when 
you log in to any service in Chrome. This way, 
Google saves your password and recommends 
it the next time you open the service. Apple has 
a similar tech called “iCloud Keychain”. – www.
gadgetsnow.com

Forgot your Gmail  
or Google account  
password?

www.nib.co.nz
www.lastpass.com
www.gadgetsnow.com
www.lastpass.com
http://www.gadgetsnow.com
http://www.gadgetsnow.com
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It’s become customary for the Auckland region’s 
annual conference to be combined with the Auckland 
association’s AGM, making the day a mix of Federa-
tion matters, the AGM and Justices’ education. The 
2018 conference also featured an address by the As-
sociate Minister responsible for Justices of the Peace, 
Aupito William Sio, followed by an enlightening talk 
on how increasing diversity in our communities will 
affect Justices’ work. The afternoon slot was given 
over to Federation business, notably an address by 
President Rachael O’Grady.

As MP for Mangere since 2008, the 
Minister has often been in contact 
with Justices in the area and a frequent 
visitor at the local support group, so the 
association was delighted when he was 
given the portfolio.

In his address, the Minister thanked 
all Justices for their contribution to 
the community: “[It is] a great service 
performed by volunteers, each playing 
a vital role, giving freely of your time 
when there are increasing pressures on 
modern life, not only to carry out your 
duties but also to attend education 
sessions to keep up to date. 

“I see that one-third of your members 
are accredited and encourage others to 
undertake Accreditation. I am aware of, 
and share, your concerns about ongo-
ing competency and the numbers of 
inactive Justices. This has been raised at 
other conferences and I am in discus-
sion with the Federation to see what 
scheme might be introduced to ensure 
high standards of service are attained 
by all Justices of the Peace. Members of 
the community deserve highest com-
petency when dealing with this part of the Justice 
system.”

Big social changes

“The biggest social change in New Zealand since the 
post-war baby boom … already well under way and 
with far-reaching impact …”.

That was the message from guest speaker Distin-
guished Professor Paul Spoonley, Pro Vice-Chancellor 
of Massey University, who signalled an emerging 
“new” New Zealand and noted the implications for 
Justices of the Peace. Professor Spoonley was refer-
ring to immigration, the diversity of New Zealand’s 

population and what it will mean to society. “Increas-
es in population are coming from immigration rather 
than fertility - it’s inevitable, already under way: the 
changes are apparent and with more to come!”

He said that prospective immigrants see New Zealand 
as a very welcoming and hospitable country in which 
to settle, and in turn the country welcomes their skills:

• New Zealand is number one in the world for its pos-
itive attitudes to immigrants and ethnic minorities.

• The immigrant population is better 
qualified and educated than the 
existing population.

• New Zealand is the only country 
in the world to allow non-citizens to 
vote.

Social changes, he says, are easy to 
see. At Northcote there’s a shopping 
centre with almost exclusively Asian 
signage; in Dominion Road restau-
rants you’ll find new dishes on the 
menu within weeks of food fads in 
Hong Kong. And Asians shun rugby, 
preferring golf, badminton and table 
tennis. 

“Justices of the Peace, I see, are 
already across this diversity.” (One 
Auckland support group has more 
than 30 ethnicities in its member-
ship.)

“You act as brokers, so be ready to 
embrace the newcomers as repre-
sentatives of the diverse commu-
nity. Accept immigrants into your 
membership so you are prepared to 
serve a multi-ethnicity Auckland. As 
brokers, you can actively contribute 
to the contact with these people - 

their needs will include mixing with other races, their 
education and employment opportunities.”

Federation President Rachael O’Grady

Rachael outlined the Federation’s “work in progress”, 
noting that activities mostly arise from three sources: 
deliverables from the contract for services with the 
Ministry of Justice, from remits at Conference and 
matters arising out of the Strategic Plan. 

The three-year contract with the Ministry provides a 
repeat of the range of ongoing services to be provid-
ed by the Federation with modest increases in pay-

By Auckland Regional Representative RIC CARLYON
A ‘new’ New Zealand evolving

A few facts from Profes-
sor Spoonley’s research 
illustrate his theme of 
diversity and profound 
social change: 

• New Zealand has over-
taken all Australian cities 
in terms of diversifica-
tion.  

• Auckland is number 4 
city in the world for per-
centage of immigrant 
population.

• 60% of New Zealand’s 
growth will occur in 
Auckland.

• Auckland has 40% of 
New Zealand’s popula-
tion - the largest pro-
portion in any city in the 
OECD.

• In 2013 40% of all 
Aucklanders were born 
overseas.
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ment. There is a slight increase in the amount paid to establish a service desk, 
of which there are now some 220 around the country. 

Turning to remits, the audience was eager to hear about progress on the 
Auckland remit which calls for all Justices to be active and trained – for on-
going competency, and beginning to weed out those who hide behind the 
post-nominal JP and do not serve the community. The Minister had already 
touched on this topic, and Rachael was able to provide some of the details - 
that she is in dialogue with the Minister, supported by correspondence on the 
topic, and it’s a matter of “when”, not “if”; and that Accreditation, or a similar 
scheme, will be introduced for all Justices of the Peace, not just those who are 
members of associations. 

And on the Strategic Plan: “That’s under way. The Board already has a frame-
work … and some work here today at this meeting will contribute to this,” she 
said.

Immediate Past President Denise Hutchins

Denise added to the topic of ongoing competency with her vision of making 
certain all Justices are up-to-date and active, showing she is determined to 
contribute to the formulation of a workable scheme. This subject became 
something of a theme for the conference, and no doubt cropped up again 
during the SWOT session that Denise led. Groups were asked to write down 
the organisation’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and the threats they 
perceive as Justices, and then as others see us. The contributions will be put to-
gether with SWOT analyses from other regional conferences and incorporated 
into the Federation’s updated Strategic Plan. 

The Ashburton association hosted the 2018 Southern 
Regional Conference on the first weekend of Septem-
ber, at the Brinkley Resort in Methven. 

About 35 delegates from the Southern region’s eight 
associations were present, with only Gore unable 
to send anyone because of an unfortunate clash of 
dates. Also in attendance were Federation President 
Rachael O’Grady, Immediate Past President Denise 
Hutchins, Vice-President Pat Samson and National 
Manager Tony Pugh. The conference was held over 
two days, starting around midday on Saturday and 
finishing on midday Sunday. This formula allows for 
the considerable distance the delegates need to trav-
el in our region.

We had great speakers, with Rangitata MP Andrew 
Falloon opening the conference, Mt Hutt Ski Area 
manager James McKenzie as our evening speaker and 
Graham Kennedy, chairman of the Lake Hood Exten-
sion Project, speaking on Sunday morning. All three 
speakers made reference to rising to challenges and 
being flexible.

Federation President Rachael O’Grady provided 
valuable updates and information to the attendees. 
Tony Pugh’s statistics presentation showed up some 
fallacies in common beliefs and created some good 

discussion points which were then extended by Den-
ise Hutchins in her SWOT analysis workshop.

I presented a workshop on succession planning, an 
area in which I believe we could all improve, whilst 
maintaining some flexibility to meet the unexpected 
challenges that arise. In amongst these sessions we 
had “Around the region” with each association updat-
ing us on their activities. 

At the regional meeting at Conference 2018 we 
challenged the associations to achieve a 10% increase 
in their Accreditation figures. Updates were present-
ed at this conference, with two associations having 
achieved the target: well done Gore and North Otago. 
Unfortunately, in some associations the percentage 
had actually decreased, which shows that it is just as 
important to remind members to renew Accreditation 
as it is to get them accredited in the first place! I am 
pleased to say that there has been a flurry of activity 
and Accreditation figures in the region have already 
improved.

A few hardy souls enjoyed a trip up Mt Hutt after the 
close of conference on Sunday.

Thanks to the Ashburton association for a very well-
run conference. Next year we will be in Gore on a 
date yet to be set.

By Southern Regional Representative CATHY HURST
Southern meets in Methven

Auckland  
association 
AGM
Sherryl Wilson has taken 
over as president from 
Garry Nicholls, who was 
elected the Auckland 
Regional Representative 
on the Federation Board. 
The new vice-president is 
Susan Walker, and council 
members elected for the 
next two years are Roger 
Brookes, Ian Gardiner, 
Terry Holding, Aston Moss, 
Ginny Radford, Frank 
Rands and Wallis Walker. 
They join Hazel Bedogni, 
Owen Goodwin and Nev-
ille Madden who have a 
further year of their terms 
to serve.
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Congratulations from all Justices to the two Past 
Federation Presidents who were recognised in the 
2019 New Year Honours List, and the eight other JPs 
who were also honoured for their commitment and 
service in a variety of fields.

Denise Hutchins (Nelson Tasman), President 2016-
2018, is now a Member of the New Zealand Order of 
Merit (MNZM), and Alison Thomson (Hawke’s Bay), 
President 2009-2011, was awarded the Queen’s Ser-
vice Medal (QSM).

Denise has been honoured for services as a Justice 
of the Peace since her appointment in 2002, and to 
the health sector, where she was a nurse, manager 
and Army nursing officer, and served on a number 
of national bodies during her career. As a Justice she 
was elected to the Nelson Tasman association coun-
cil in 2004, became president then served as Central 
Regional Representative from 2011 and as Vice-Pres-
ident  before taking up the Presidency. She said that 
“surprise followed by delight” was her initial reaction 
on receiving the letter indicating that she had been 
nominated for an honour.

“I was particularly pleased that it is specifically for ser-
vices as a Justice of the Peace. To me this honours the 
office of Justice of the Peace and thus acknowledges 
the thousands of active Justices who serve their com-
munities each day,” she said.

“Thank you to all the Justices I have served with over 
the years, particularly my Nelson Tasman colleagues. 
You have all made serving Justices, and the public, a 
considerable learning and a great pleasure.”

Alison, who has been honoured for services to the 
community, is a life member and currently registrar 
of the Hawke’s Bay association and previously held 
a range of offices in the association. She joined the 
Federation Board in 2005 as Central Regional Repre-
sentative and was Vice-President before becoming 
President. Apart from her JP activities she is involved 
with the Waiapu Cathedral Parish and has served 
on diocesan committees. She is currently People’s 
Warden and has trained and developed a team of 
cathedral guides to welcome visitors and enhance 
tourist events. She has also been involved with the 
Napier Civic Choir for 19 years and has served as its 
president. Alison was principal of Woodford House in 
Havelock North before retiring from teaching, and is 
now busy with her various activities.

“I have often said that I thought retirement would 
mean some leisure time and ‘having lunch with 
friends’ but community activities have put paid to 
that!” she said.

“I do enjoy my involvement with different groups,  

whether it be my JP work, responsibilities within the 
Anglican church, as chair of the East Coast branch of 
the New Zealand Choral Federation or librarian for 
the Napier Civic Choir.

 “My JP activities are very special to me and I have 
worked with many Justices in Rotorua and Hawke’s 
Bay. You all inspire me with your commitment to serv-
ing the public in your own way and that has encour-
aged me ‘to do my bit’.”

Other JPs in this list are (with their associations in 
brackets):

DAME COMPANION OF THE NEW ZEALAND ORDER 
OF MERIT (DNZM)

Kerry Leigh Prendergast CNZM: For services to gover-
nance and the community

OFFICER OF THE NEW ZEALAND ORDER OF MERIT 
(ONZM)

Lindsay Griffiths Corban (Auckland): For services to 
governance

MEMBERS OF THE NEW ZEALAND ORDER OF MERIT 
(MNZM)

Pouroto Nicholas Hamilton Ngaropo: For services to 
Māori and governance

Thomas Michael (Tom) O’Connor (South Canterbury):  
For services to seniors, local government and journal-
ism

THE QUEEN’S SERVICE MEDAL (QSM)

Virinder Kumar Aggarwal (Auckland): For services to 
Asian communities

Rev George William Bryant (Bay of Plenty): For ser-
vices to publishing and the community

Alison Grace Vautier (Wellington): For services to the 
community

Eileen Isobel Whaitiri (Canterbury): For services to 
Māori and the community

Presidential ‘double’ for Federation

Denise Hutchins Alison Thomson
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Anderson, James Archie, Blenheim
Austin, Kenneth, Kaingaroa Village
Barrett, Sonja Astrid, Inglewood
Barson, Jeanette Anne, Cust
Bartrum, Valerie Anne, Whanganui
Bullock, Andrea Christine, Whanganui
Chen Zhen, Cuizhen, Auckland
Clist, Kathleen Rachel, Auckland
Coleman, Shane Edward, Riverhead
Evans, Anne-Marie, Christchurch
Good, Bruce Leonard, Auckland
Hamill, Mark Robert, Wyndham
Hutchinson, Lammina Geesina, Whiritoa Beach
King, Tania Marie, Whanganui
Mangan, Robert William, Tauranga
Matthews, Adrienne Mary, Auckland
McDonald, Alexander Douglas, Wyndham
Nand, Sharadha, Christchurch
Paenga, Ruihana Kaylene Marama, Tikitiki
Palmer, Hayley Rebecca, Hawera
Parashar, Jyoti, Auckland
Philip, Brent Alec, Kaiapoi
Polglase, Geoffrey James, Auckland
Price, Louise, Whangarei
Punivai, Lineti Finau, Christchurch
Robinson, Wilma Penelope, Whanganui
Ryan, Sharon Lea, Invercargill
Saunders, Tanya Rosary, Napier
Singh, Saileshwar, Kawakawa
Skilton, Todd Malcolm, Wellington
Tipene, Puti Violet, Whangarei
Trimble, Leona Gwyn Wooding, Hampden
Turnbull, Christopher Carlton, Auckland
Varre, Maria Bala, Auckland
Williams, Yvonne Patricia, Auckland
Windle, James Maurice, Dunedin
Wong, Melanie Kit Ting, Auckland
Dated at Wellington this 26th day of September 2018
Hon Aupito William Sio, Associate Minister of Justice

Adhikari, Ramil, Upper Hutt
Bayliss, Wiremu Alexander Puoho, Porirua
Biddles, Vivienne Ann, Dargaville 
Brenton, Lyal James, Palmerston North
Bruning, Jeannie Elizabeth, Tauranga
Buckman, Garry Mervyn, Palmerston North
Butler, Bobbie-Jo Rangimarie, Waiuku
Collin, Richard, Nelson
Conaglen, Elena, Putaruru
Couchman, Jenny Laura, Kerikeri
Davison, Marilyn Joan, Rangiora
Demchick, Rebecca Ida, Palmerston North
Hayes, Peter Stanley, Alexandra
Hurley, Andrea Frances, Palmerston North
Jan, Aliah, Waiuku
Kissick, Bede Francis, Hawera
Leeuwenburg, Gillian Margaret, Whangarei
Lewis, Barbara Lois, Wellington
Mason, Warren Earl, Christchurch
McNie, Margaret Anne, Wellington
Napier, James Robert, Tauranga
Neame, Jenna Marie, Motueka
Ricketts, Kate Marion, Wellington
Rolfe, David John, Omokoroa
Romano-Whitworth, Andrina Michele, Hamurana
Rothschild, Barbara Dene, Thames
Rouse, Shayn, Hukerenui
Simonsen, Cherie Yvonne, Nelson
Smith, Nicola Rose, Kaikohe
Staples, Cherie Kaye, Thames
Sue, Lanscella Wikitoria, Wainuiomata
Tānirau, Tāpeka Glenda, Hamilton
Van Veen, Kathryn Elizabeth, Upper Moutere
Vesty, Anna Ruth, Nelson
Washington, Alan Robert, Blenheim

Dated at Wellington this 31st day of October 2018
Hon Aupito William Sio
Associate Minister of Justice
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