
 
 
 

 

AUCKLAND JUSTICES OF THE PEACE ASSOCIATION Inc 
 

PO Box 108229    Symonds Street    Auckland 1150 
09 916 9276     info@jpauckland.org.nz     www.jpauckland.org.nz 

 
Greetings Fellow Justices 

As another year draws to a close it is time to reflect on the final quarter of 2019. 

Regional Conference and AGM – Sunday 22 September 2019 
 
We were delighted the Royal Federation President Rachael 
O’Grady, Vice President Terry Byrne and National Manager Tony 
Pugh joined us for this occasion and appreciated that all had 
travelled great distances to be with us. 

 
We were especially pleased at this time to honour and present two members (both 

Past Presidents of AJPA) with their Life 
Membership – David Grove and Eddie Stark. The 
Association also conferred Associate Membership 
on Judge Philip Recordon. 

 
 
 

At the AGM the Council was pleased to recommend the subscriptions remain at 
$55.00pa for full membership and $18.00pa for retired membership, to which the 
meeting unanimously agreed and thus the invoices have been sent to members.  

In the past two months it has been a pleasure and an honour on behalf of the 
Association to welcome nineteen new Justices of the Peace who were sworn/affirmed 
by Judge Cunningham before family and friends.  These new members immediately 
begin their mentoring duties on a service desk and are supported by many of you as 
they complete their mandatory eight hours – thank you! 

Support Group Meetings 

It continues to give me great pleasure to be 
able to visit and participate in the 26 Support 
Group Meetings around our Association’s 
region as well as offer our sincere 
appreciation to members for their valued 
voluntary contribution to their communities. 
These meetings are valuable for training as 
well as networking purposes. 

  
. 
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Do remember that the Council Ministerial Trainers are available and willing to come 
and present a requested topic at any Support Group meeting and this training will 
qualify for Accreditation.  Please contact Garry Nicholls with your request, topic/date. 

 

We remain disappointed that the percentage of uptake to undertake/renew 
Accreditation amongst our membership remains one of the lowest across the country. 
Have you ensured that YOU are accredited? Accreditation indicates to clients you are 
maintaining your skills and knowledge in an ever changing legal world. 

Planning for the annual Support Group Coordinators’ and Rosterers’ Meeting is well 
underway and this will be held on Saturday 22 February 2020 at the same venue as 
previously, Rose Hotel in Parnell.  Coordinators and Rosterers have been alerted to 
this in a separate email and further information will be available early in February.  

AJPA Council 

Your Council continues to meet on the second Wednesday of each month (except in 
January) and the subcommittees meet on an ‘as needed’ basis in between council 
meetings. The council briefs are noted on the website a few days after each meeting 
so please do check these out under the “Resources” tab.   

Also under this tab are the names of Justices of the Peace within our Association who 
are speakers of languages other than English, as well as documents you may need. 

Our Facebook page is a closed page so if you are not already a member do consider 
joining as this is updated very regularly, thanks to our Registrar.  We now have 193 
members who utilise this for updated news, information as well as giving feedback.  
The AJPA website also contains a host of information – no login required. 

We welcomed nineteen new Justices of the 
Peace in the past two months and are very 
grateful to District Court Judges Cunningham 
and Mathers for their ongoing support and 
participation in these special swearing-in 
ceremonies. 

 

The Council again made application to the NZ Lottery Grants Board for further funds 
and whilst not 100% successful we are grateful to receive $20,000 which enables us 
to support our members as follows: 
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 Provide AJPA name badges to those who work on one of our service desks 
and did not receive one earlier this year 

 Provide a stamp voucher also to members who may not have received this 
opportunity earlier this year 

 Provide name badge & stamp voucher for newly sworn Justices of the Peace 
 Provide more pull-up banners and pavement stands for our service desks 
 Purchase a new projector for the trainers 
 Cover the costs of all 2020 HUB Meetings 
 Print the revised Manual which will be online next year but not available to 

members in hard copy. Your council decided to utilise funds for this project. 
 

Service Desks 

Together with the public, we are most grateful to those members who regularly turn 
up and work on a Service Desk. Not only are you the key people within our 
organisation but you are delivering an extremely important service to the public 
voluntarily.  More members of the public use this facility and fewer are seeing 
Justices of the Peace in their homes.   

If you have yet to do this, contact your Rosterer. 
Members are happy to sit alongside to support you 
for a few sessions.  We do need more members to 
offer this role rather than rely on the willing few.  If 
you are currently employed but are available on a late 
night or Saturday morning, there are many service 
desks that will be pleased to accept your offer.  

 

The ADC and Central Library do need more members on their service desk rosters. 
You can email our Registrar if you are willing and available to assist on either of these 
desks on registrar@jpauckland.org.nz  

We are very pleased with the uptake of reporting our service desk statistics via the 
Google Docs system and in November there was almost 100% reporting! A great step 
forward, and extremely useful for statistics when applying for grants to support this 
work. 

Judicial Seminar 

A very successful judicial seminar was held on 28 November with good attendance 
and participation.  Our sincere appreciation to Susan Walker and her team for 
preparing and leading this most important training session as well as to our Vice 
Patron, Judge Cunningham for her valuable insights and contributions. 

JP Retired 

Changes in technology and the way we process documents for clients mean that the 
Justice of the Peace role is no longer as straight forward as it once was. If you no 
longer wish to carry out the functions of a Justice of the Peace, our Association wants 
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to recognise your achievements by celebrating your retirement.  

 

If you have served for ten years or more, 
you are entitled to apply for JP Retired 
status.  A pro forma letter is available on 
the AJPA website under “Resources” or 
contact the Registrar by phone (09) 916 
9276 or email 
registrar@jpauckland.govt.nz  

 

Reminders 

 

 Please do remember that unless you are an 
authorised Issuing Officer (IO) you do not have the 
authority to issue a warrant. An invalid authorisation may 
have serious ramifications for a court case where the 
search warrant has been relied on for evidence of proper 
search procedures.  

 Also unless you are a member of the Section 9 or Nominated Person team, 
you do not have the power to act in these situations.  If approached by police 
to undertake such actions, do refer them to the relevant personnel on the 
Police Intranet. 

 Under the Code of Conduct (No 7) it states “ensure that their availability as a 
Justice of the Peace is appropriately publicised”.  As a consequence listing a 
PO Box as your address does not ensure you are available.  Please amend 
your listing to note your residential address.  You may choose to omit the 
street number, advising it once contacted by the client, for security reasons. 

 We are advised of members using the letters “JP” in a manner that is 
contradictory to the Codes of Ethics and Conduct.  There is explicit outline of 
when and when not these letters can be used in the Ministerial Manual, 
Section 2.10.  If in any doubt please refer to these documents, contact our 
Registrar or me for clarification.   

 The AJPA Office will be closed from 20 December 2019 and will re-open on 13 
January 2020. If there is an emergency please feel free to contact one of the 
Council Members.  

 
Finally the HUB Meeting dates and venues for 2020 have been confirmed and have 
avoided school and public holidays as follows in date order: 
 
 
HUB MEETING DATES for 2020 
 

 Saturday 21 March, 4.00 – 6.00pm (South HUB) at Friendship House 
 Saturday 28 March, 1.00 – 3.00pm (Central HUB) at Ponsonby Primary School 
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 Sunday 5 April, 10.00 - 12.00pm (North East HUB) at Faithfulls Funeral 
Services, Red Beach 

 Saturday 2 May, 11.30am – 1.30pm (Central East HUB) at Kohimaramara 
Primary School 

 Saturday 9 May, 1.00 – 3.00pm (Central West HUB) at Mt Roskill Primary 
School 

 Sunday 17 May, 10.00 – 12.00pm (Waiheke HUB) at Waiheke High School 
 Saturday 23 May, 10.00 – 12.00pm (South East HUB) at Peace Experiment 

Montessori School 
 Saturday 6 June, 10.00 – 12.00pm (Lower North HUB) at Campbells Bay 

Primary School 
 Saturday 13 June, 10.00 – 12.00pm (North West HUB) at St John’s Hall, Te 

Atatu 
 
 
On behalf of the Council Members, our sincere appreciation to you for serving your 
community in the voluntary capacity as a Justice of the Peace. 
 

 
We extend to you and your families warmest greetings for the 
upcoming Festive and Holiday Season. 

 

 

Kind regards                                                                     

 

 

Sherryl Wilson JP  

PRESIDENT 

December 2019                                                                                      

                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

   

 


